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CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
AGENDA ITEM 4B 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC ART CONTRACT 
 
DATE:  JANUARY 2, 2024 
 
PRESENTED BY: SHARON NEMECHEK, DIRECTOR OF LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

SERVICES 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In the spring of 2023, after completing the full public art selection process and receiving 
Council approval, the City entered into an agreement with local artists Rita Vali and 
Arabella Tattershall to create a sculpture that would be placed in front of City Hall, 
celebrating and honoring the resilience of the City of Louisville and its residents.  The 
cost of the sculpture is $22,000, half of which has been paid to the artists.  The other 
half will be paid upon full completion of the piece and its acceptance by City staff.  
 
The contract between the City and the artists states that, “All supplies and materials to 
be integrated into the Work, including any footer, base, or concrete pad needed to 
support the Work shall be furnished by the Artist.”  The artists, with public safety in 
mind, hired a structural engineer at a cost of $1,600 to design a base that would hold 
the weight and stabilize the height of the sculpture.  This base turned out to be much 
more involved and costly than originally anticipated.  The structural engineer’s report is 
attached.   
 
Estimates to build an adequate base have been received by the artists, with an average 
cost of $3,700.  To move the project forward and to alleviate an unanticipated financial 
burden on our local artists staff recommends that the City cover the cost of the base up 
to $4,000.  There are funds available to be carried forward in the City’s Arts Opportunity 
Programming (public art) budget.   
 
This change requires an amendment to the original contract between the City and the 
artists.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Estimated cost not to exceed $4,000. 
 
PROGRAM/SUB-PROGRAM IMPACT: 
This action moves a major public art project forward, demonstrates that the City of 
Louisville understands that there may be unanticipated costs of installing public art, and 
shows that the City of Louisville supports creatives in our community. This enhances the 
City’s reputation in the regional arts community. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Amend the contract between the City and artists Rita Vali and Arabella Tattershall to 
commit the City to covering the cost of the sculpture base for an amount not to exceed 
$4,000.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. First Amendment to Public Art Commission Agreement By and Between The City 
of Louisville and Arabella Tattershall & Rita Vali 

2. Public Art Commission Agreement By and Between The City of Louisville and 
Arabella Tattershall & Rita Vali 

3. yetiweurks Structural Drawings 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPACT: 

 

☐ 

 
Financial Stewardship & 
Asset Management 

 

☐ 
 
Reliable Core Services 

 

☐ 

 
Vibrant Economic 
Climate 

 

☒ 

  
Quality Programs &   
Amenities 

 

☐ 

  
Engaged Community 

 

☐ 

  
Healthy Workforce 

 

☐ 

 
Supportive Technology 

 

☐ 

  
Collaborative Regional    
Partner 
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC ART COMMISSION AGREEMENT 
 

This FIRST AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC ART COMMISSION AGREEMENT (“First 
Amendment”) is made and entered into this _____ day of _______, 20___ (“Effective 
Date”), by and between the City of Louisville, a Colorado home rule municipality (“City”), 
and the Rita Vali and Arabella Tattershall, individuals (collectively, the "Artist") (Artist 
and City are sometimes referred to collectively as the “Parties”). 

 
WHEREAS, the City and Artist are parties to that certain Public Art Commission 

Agreement, dated April 11, 2022 (the “Original Agreement”), for Artist’s creation and 
installation of a sculpture and base as further described and depicted on the Scope of 
Services attached to the Original Agreement as Exhibit “A”; and 
 

WHEREAS, under Section 4.1 of the Original Agreement and Exhibit “A”, the Artist 
agreed to accept a total of $22,000 as compensation for the sculpture, including the 
footer, base, or concrete pad needed to support the sculpture; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Artist, with public safety in mind, hired a structural engineer at a 
cost of $1,600 to design a base that would hold the weight and stabilize the height of 
the sculpture, which base turned out to be much more costly than originally anticipated; 
and   
 

WHEREAS, the Artist has received quotes from contractors for the construction of 
an adequate base with an average cost of $3,700; and   

 
WHEREAS, in order to move the project forward and to alleviate an unanticipated 

financial burden on the Artist, the City desires cover the cost of the base up to $4,000; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Parties desire by this First Amendment to amend the Original 

Agreement to increase the Artist’s compensation from a total not to exceed $22,000 to a 
total not to exceed $26,000.   
 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the mutual promises 
contained herein and in the Original Agreement, the Parties agree as follows: 

 
Section 1. Exhibit A to the Original Agreement is herby amended to replace the 

reference to “$22,000” with “$26,000”, such that $26,000 shall serve as the definition of 
“Maximum Contract Amount.”  

 
Section 2. Artist acknowledges and agrees that it has been paid $11,000 of the 

Maximum Contract Amount as of the Effective Date of this Amendment. Section 4.1 of 
the Original Agreement is hereby amended to authorize the City’s payment of the 
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remaining $15,000 of the Maximum Contract Amount within seven (7) days of the City’s 
final acceptance of the Work. 
 

Section 3. The Original Agreement, as amended by this First Amendment, is 
hereby ratified and confirmed and shall remain in full force and effect and binding upon 
the City and Contractor in accordance with its terms. Any capitalized term not defined 
herein shall have the meaning assigned to it in the Original Agreement.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties have executed this First Amendment on the 
date first above written. 

 
CITY OF LOUISVILLE     ATTEST: 
 
 
By:_______________________    _________________________ 
     Christopher M. Leh, Mayor    Meredyth Muth, City Clerk 
 
 
ARTIST       ARTIST 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________ 
Rita Vali        Arabella Tattershall 
 





















Dennis Malone

Mayor

January 10, 2023
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