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SUMMARY: 
Presented for Council approval is an ordinance amending the City’s contractor licensing 
requirements.  The purpose of the amendments are to: 1) allow the City to verify that a 
contractor holds general liability insurance, 2) update license testing requirements to align 
with the 2018 Edition of the International Code Series or later, 3) allow the City to require 
that the license supervisor be on-site during scheduled inspections if needed, 4) require 
licensed contractors to have a copy of their State license available during inspections, and 
5) grant the building official the authority to issue a stop work order for any violations of the 
licensing requirements.   
 
BACKGROUND / PRIOR DISCUSSIONS: 
The City began requiring contractor licensing in 2006.  In 2013, the City adopted the 
current contractor licensing regulations by Ordinance No. 1653, Series 2013. There have 
been no changes to the licensing regulations since their adoption in 2013. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
The proposed amendments are intended to provide updates and clarifications to the 
current standards to ensure the licensing standards can be implemented more effectively.  
The City maintains minimum licensing standards to protect property owners and business 
owners who hire contractors by ensuring that contractors hold minimum qualifications, 
have appropriate supervision of subcontractors, operate in accordance with adopted laws, 
and maintain general liability insurance.  The City’s Building Code Board of Appeals has 
the authority to review and revoke licenses if there are violations of the City’s codes or 
licensing standards by a licensed contractor.    
 
The City’s current regulations only require a statement by a contractor as part of the 
licensing application that they will maintain general liability insurance.  However, the City 
does not have any authority to request proof of insurance as part of an application process 
or while the contractor holds a license if concerns arise.  Staff finds that these regulations 
do not provide adequate protection for property owners and business owners who hire 
contractors to complete work on their behalf. 
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Based on State Plumbing Board and Electrical Board regulations, the City is obligated to 
ensure that contractors hold appropriate State electrical and plumbing licenses.  The 
proposed ordinance grants authority to the City’s inspectors to ask for proof of such 
licenses during inspections.  The proposed ordinance also requires a designated 
supervisor to be on-site during an inspection, if requested by the City.  This requirement 
will help ensure better communication between the City’s inspectors and the licensed 
contractor responsible for the work.    
 
Other updates will align the testing standards for licensing with the current code series 
adopted by the City and include other minor updates to the licensing standards to ensure 
consistency with the City’s codes and administrative policies for administering permits.     
 
2025 COUNCIL WORK PLAN: 
Consideration of updates to the City’s contractor licensing standards was not identified in 
the City Council’s 2025 Workplan.  From an EDI lens, this amendment will help to ensure 
all residents have access to licensed contractors with minimum qualifications and liability 
insurance. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Budgeted?: Not Applicable 
Fees are collected for contractor licensing to cover the cost of administration. Staff is not 
recommending any changes to the current contractor licensing fees.    
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): 
Alternatives Include: 

- Adopting the ordinance as drafted; 
- Maintaining the current code language with no changes; and 
- Directing staff on different amendments desired by Council. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of Ordinance 1895, Series 2025 on first reading and setting 
the public hearing for May 20, 2025.   
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Ordinance 1895, Series 2025 
2. Staff Presentation 

 
 

















City Council 1st Reading
May 6, 2025

ORDINANCE NO. 1895, SERIES 2025
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LOUISVILLE 

MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 5.12 CONCERING 
CONTRACTOR LICENSE – 1ST READING AND 

SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 20, 2025

Presented by: 
Rob Zuccaro, Community Development Director

Background
• City began contractor licensing program in 2006

• Last updated licensing code in 2013

• Proposed amendments are to address staff-identified
issue with current licensing process and improve
inspection processes



Proposal
• Allows City to verify that contractors hold general liability

insurance

• Updates licensing test requirements to 2018 International Code
Series or later

• Allows City to require that license supervisor be on site for
inspections if needed

• Requires State-licensed electrical and plumbing contractors to
have their State license available during inspections

• Authorizes the Building Official to issue a stop work order if
there is a violation of licensing requirements

Staff Recommendation
• Staff recommends approval on First Reading and setting

the public hearing for May 20, 2025 at 6pm.
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