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Parks & Public Landscaping  

Advisory Board 
Agenda 

June 4, 2025 
Library Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
6:30 PM 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and give comments remotely; 
however, the in-person meeting may continue even if technology issues prevent 
remote participation. 
 

• You can call in to +1 408 638 0968 or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free), Webinar 
ID # 885 1622 9475 

• You can log in via your computer. Please visit the City’s website here to 
link to the meeting: www.louisvilleco.gov/pplab 
 

The Board will accommodate public comments during the meeting. Anyone may 
also email comments to the Board prior to the meeting at 
AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov. 
 
I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
VI. PROS Marketing: Ginger Cross, staff report 
VII. Pesticides- discussion continued from May meeting- Staff report 
VIII. August PPLAB meeting 
IX. Board Report 
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X. Staff Report 
XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
XII. Adjourn 
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Parks and Public Landscaping Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 7, 2025, 6:30pm 
Library 1st Floor Meeting Room 

951 Spruce St. 
 

I. Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Chair Jody Ash at 6:30 PM 

II. Roll Call 
Ash, Jody, Chair, Present 
Buck, Signe, Present 
Denat, Julien, Present 
Kelsey, Kathy, Present 
Kutscher, Gene, Present 
Webb, John, Secretary, Present 
McNeal, Abby, Parks Superintendent, Present 
Blackmore, Adam, Parks and Open Space Director, Present 
 
Guests: 
Judi Kern, Louisville Council member 
Beth Armbruster, Louisville community member 
Lisa Hughes, Louisville resident, Cornerstone 
Susan McEchern, Louisville resident 
Tim Gilpin, Louisville resident 
Students from Monarch H.S. Government class 

 
III. Approval of Agenda 

Moved, seconded and approved 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes 
Moved, seconded and approved 
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V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
Comments from Community members: 
 
Beth Armbruster, regarding a native plant garden at the Arboretum and 
landscaping around arboretum. Beth requested to have more pollinator-friendly 
plants.  Not in love with Bermuda grass but would appreciate mulch around rock 
landscaped area and addition of pollinator plants.  This would improve 
appearance and enjoyability more than just.  Beth would appreciate pollinator 
plants that would complement other landscape elements, including additional 
purchase of Garden in a Box, improving pollinator habitat by close spacing.  East 
side area could be devoted to demonstration gardens for homeowners and the 
public to enjoy! 

 
VI. Cornerstone Community Landscape Bed Renovations at Eldorado Lane 

a. Review design and planting list 
Abby reported that Staff has redesigned plant selections for Cornerstone 
area for diversity of species, with focus on perennial plants, water 
conservation, and fire wise ratings.   
Staff is working with new fire wise criteria, learning to be mindful of plant 
lists using fire wise criteria.  Staff applied this new information to revise 
plant selection. Plants under consideration are summarized on the plant 
list in this month’s meeting packet.   
Staff completed redesign of Cornerstone bed at McCaslin/Via Apia stop 
light and two planting beds at the Eldorado entrance.  Staff included Miss 
Kim lilac to balance the Lilac that survived the fire, in spite of non-native 
origin and poor fire wise rating. 
Staghorn sumac grows well in a rock landscaped area and can tolerate a 
lot of heat in that setting.  Staghorn has good survival characteristics.  
Existing plants will be moved to another area.   
Eldorado entrance features a full rock bed surface.  Serviceberry has done 
well in that area and is a fire survivor.  Yucca is drought tolerant. 
Plans include adding 2 white and 2 pink crab apples to match the 
surviving crab apple trees.  Staff will be using larger plants in hopes of 
increasing survival and plans to upgrade irrigation in the planting area. 
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Timing of future construction in the northern part of the McCaslin/ Via Apia 
intersection where hillside is sliding onto city property and sidewalk where 
structural issues need repair may delay part of the restoration of the 
Cornerstone planting. City will replant as access becomes available, but  
completion date is indefinite. 

 
Signe commented that Staghorn sumac could be invasive.   

 
Staff commented that serviceberries, cotoneaster, and mock orange 
shrubs are considered native, Miss Kim lilac survived the fire, seems OK 
to move ahead with current plan. 

 
Staff noted that any requested changes will delay project completion. 

 
Comments from Lisa Hughes, resident of cornerstone.  No HOA in that 
development.  Expressed Thanks for efforts to replant, and happy to see 
progress.  Please refer to Public comments received by Parks 
Department. Currently provided bed sketches hard to locate in the planting 
area.  Reference to a photograph would be nice! 
Residents are wondering how City will be working with east side trees that 
have survived the fire? How will those be accommodated?  Concerned 
that data for Native plants reference eastern seaboard and are not 
appropriate for Colorado.  Cornerstone community has worked hard to 
receive a Fire Wise community designation, and does not want to risk 
losing that designation.  Community members suggest that the CSU plant 
list and CSU Fire-resistant data is the best to use.   

 
Cornerstone does not want pinion pines replaced at the corner of Via 
Apia.  These were taken out, so no problem! 
Cornerstone community is grateful for City’s design work on the rest of the 
perimeter. 
 
Staff noted that planting is intended to begin in the next 2 months.  
 
Judi: Will any design changes be implemented this year?  
 
Staff: Yes. 
 
Judi continued: Cornerstone has no community park, the entry areas are 
the only places to gather to talk and serve as a school bus stop.  Judi 
would prefer Bermuda grass and suggests keeping pollinator plants away 
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from the bus stop to avoid bee sting hazards.  To maintain Firewise 
designation, every single planting in the community must be a fire wise 
plant!   

   
Staff: Staff spent a lot of time on Fire wise plant selection.  The listings are 
sometimes conflicting, causing additional confusion and staff effort. 
 
Jody: The Fire Wise designation is very important to the community, City 
needs to honor and support the community wishes. 

 
Staff: Lilac was only selected to balance the bed, if not chosen, staff would 
need to remove and relocate the existing lilac.   

 
VII. Review of Louisville Municipal Code Ordinance 08.08.010  

a. Monarch Butterflies and Milkweed submittal - review 
John presented a verbal summary of the monarch and milkweed submittal 
that appeared in the meeting packet, highlighting the importance of showy 
milkweed and other native milkweed species in the continued survival of 
the monarch butterfly.  Important points include that showy milkweed is 
native to Colorado, is an important element of the prairie ecosystem, 
serves as the only food for monarch larvae, and is an important source of 
nectar for adult monarch butterflies and other pollinators.  Milkweed is not 
included in the USDA, Colorado, or Boulder County noxious weed lists. 
The CSU Agricultural Extension has listed showy milkweed as Plant of the 
Month (see meeting packet for details). For these reasons, it is important 
that milkweed be removed from the City’s noxious weed list.  The 
propensity of showy milkweed for spreading in City planting beds can be 
controlled by hand removal of problem plants.    
Staff commented that the listing of milkweed is a city ordinance and City 
Council action is needed to modify an ordinance. The ordinance is part of 
the building code, administered by the planning department. 
Gene: Recommended taking milkweed off the weed list to avoid a 
problem.   
Signe: Asked if Milkweed could be grown in pot? 
Julien: Suggested that tropical milkweed be specified on the weed list due 
to its invasive properties.   
John noted that tropical milkweed is not native to Colorado, would only 
appear in ornamental applications, and is discouraged by monarch 
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conservation organizations due to pathogens associated with tropical 
milkweed that are toxic to monarch butterfly larvae.  John recommended 
that tropical milkweed not be specifically cited in a revised ordinance. 
Jean Morgan, Louisville resident of the Miner’s Field neighborhood 
supports removal of milkweed from the city noxious weed list and noted 
that even though monarchs are on the decline, she still has some visiting 
milkweed on her property.  Please leave milkweed for the monarchs. 
 

b. Vote on memo statement- need actual statement read by Chair 
January 28th, 2025, a letter was received from a concerned resident 
pertaining to Louisville Code of Ordinances to remove milkweed from the 
Louisville 'Weed' list. 
May 7th, 2025, at the request of Bee City and concerned residences, the 
Parks and Public landscaping Advisory Board reviewed the request and 
approved 5 to 1 that Milkweed has great value as a plant in our 
ecosystem. 
The board highly recommends an amendment to remove all Milkweed 
from being designated as a weed in Louisville. 
 

VIII. Pesticide Usage - discussion  
Louisville standards for pesticide use and Integrated Weed Management 
Protocol (IWMP) for Parks and Open Space was included in the meeting packet.   
 
Abby read through the management protocol. 
 
Jody: PPLAB needs to be able to collect the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for the list 
of pesticides that the Parks Department has provided.   It is important that 
specific formulations of the trade named chemicals be made public, so that the 
public can have input on what chemicals are safe and appropriate. 
 
Transparency of pesticide use is imperative going forward.  Boulder posts its 
pesticide usage online.  People are really concerned about chemical pesticide 
use. 
 
Gene: Expressed feeling overwhelmed by the current political culture that is not 
supportive of the environment and is very worried about the future.   
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Signe: Expressed concerns about the poisoning of prairie dogs and the long term 
effect on the environment. 
 
Jody: Sustainability is an important issue.  Pesticides not sustainable.  Pesticides 
accumulate in the soil and destroy the soil microbiome.   The soil microbiome 
within the soil are the largest sequesters of CO2. Pesticide use is killing the 
microbiome. We need to support pollinators, wildlife, and to reduce pollution from 
landscaping chemicals.  Now is the time. 
 
Susan McEchern, Louisville resident of Ward 3 asked that the City be more 
transparent with the weed management plan.  Abby has provided much better 
information than what is on the city website!  The city website links to the Boulder 
County website.  Louisville’s 1992 plan needs to be updated.  The website 
update needs to be as transparent as possible, including current chemicals that 
are in use, and notice of scheduled applications.  The 2024 IWMP is a great 
resource.  Please minimize the use of chemicals as much as possible.  The 
Parks Dept. might be able to apply for a grant from the Sustainable Parks 
Program administered by Beyond Pesticides.  These grants provide free training, 
and support for two pilot projects for evaluating pesticide free park management.  
This is a great opportunity for training and learning to reduce pesticides. 
 
There is a webinar presented by Beyond Pesticides scheduled for next Thursday, 
time TBD, if anyone else wants to join.  
 
Tim Gilpin:  The provided list of chemicals has trade names, but the public needs 
the active ingredients to fully evaluate the hazards.  The city should post SDS on 
the city website, so that the information is clearly visible for community members.   
 
Pesticides will kill off most of the microbiome, leaving 5 species remaining out of 
the thousands that were originally present.  The main storage of CO2 has been 
soil for millions of years.  Tim’s credentials include working as an atmospheric 
chemist, named along with Al Gore in the 1998 Nobel Prize for work on the 
global CO2 cycle, and work with NCAR, NOAA, and Scripps Institute for many 
years.  Tim is a specialist in soil microbiome.   
 
Beth Armbruster, Louisville community member:  Her Dad put down weed and 
feed, which was the traditional method of managing dandelions.  Now the city of 
Louisville is allowing dandelions to grow.  Beth questioned details of the lawn 
management code.  Could the city allow taller grass, reduce mowing and 
irrigation, and stop using chemicals to control dandelions?  
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Tim Gilpin: Dandelions are a broadleaf, deep-rooted plant that breaks up rock, 
and creates soil through time.  Dandelions have come back to finish the job! 
 
Susan McEchern: Likes city pesticide information that has been provided. 
 
Adam: IWMP is due for staff update, including public meetings.  Could be added 
to city council’s work plan in 2026, including a study session and staff 
presentations. May 27 is the first Council meeting scheduled for discussion of the 
2026 Council work plan.  Adam supports community involvement. 
 
John composed the following memo for a PPLAB vote and submittal to City 
Council: 
 
Memo to Louisville City Council: 
May 7, 2025 
 
PPLAB requests that City Council add to the Work plan of the review of 
Louisville’s Integrated Weed Management Plan and the continued use or 
discontinuance of pesticides currently in use by Parks and Open space 
Departments.   
 
The text of the memo was approved unanimously by members of PPAB by voice 
vote. 
 

IX. Board Report 
Bee Louisville City USA Committee hosted an information and children’s activity 
table at the Lafayette Earth Day, Every Day festival. 
John participated along with many members of city Staff to help plant 5 trees at 
the Arboretum. 
 
Bee City did not receive a grant from People and Parks Action Network for the 
proposed Louisville Elementary School pollinator garden, but we do have local 
support to move ahead when the project is approved by Boulder County School 
District. 
 
Bee City Pollinator Art contest kicks off this month, and will run through May and 
June with Louisville Library involvement 
 
Julien and Gene met with the Parks and Rec board regarding the Pickle Ball 
situation.  RAB recommended that RAB committee chair convey to Louisville 
mayor to convey an adequate opportunity for proponents to comment. Seventy 
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people appeared to advocate for pickleball facilities.  RAB passed a resolution 
and continued to advocate to build a 5th tennis court at Centennial Park.  No RAB 
meeting this month.   
 

X. Staff Report 
a. Follow up items: 

Updated Planting List: 2025 Perennial-Shrub list.xls 
b. Council approved the long-range plan for Parks, which was overdue from 

2012.  Parks Dept. is working with a consultant to flesh out plan.  There 
will be a full open house for community feedback in early to mid-Summer, 
with the initial meeting this Monday.  Parks expects a 24 to 16 month 
process, including evaluation of Parks, Open Space, Seniors, and Golf 
Course.  Parks will be using the same consultant for a first ever trails plan 
for our community, which is needed to satisfy the city charter original plan.  
Plan will consider trail maintenance, ecological zones and connectivity. 
Result will be a nice guide for our overall trail system.  Parks will be 
integrated with the Trails plan.  Parks will go to council for project update 
and adoption.  Special meeting of Council on May 27th, at 6PM to evaluate 
2025 progress and begin 2026 work plan.  Council Budget retreat is 
scheduled for Jul. 23.  It is important for PPLAB board members to be 
aware of finances for the coming years.  Council will be addressing Parks 
long-term funding June 19, 4-6 PM on finance committee and city council 
agenda.   

c. Arboretum – 2026 Capital Improvement Project in progress 
d. Updated plant list, will be updated tomorrow with fire-wise characteristics 
e. Additional Staff updates are in packet. May will be busy for horticulture 

and streetscapes teams.  Using Resource Central Garden in a Box for 
west side of arboretum and additional Garden in a Box planting around 
our community.  

f. Downtown hanging baskets and corner pots will be planted by staff and 
distributed downtown. 

g. Permits for shelters busy for mid-May and Summer events.   
h. The recent rain is welcome but delayed mowing operations.   
i. Activating irrigation systems. 
j. Arboretum planting rescheduled due to weather, completed planting 12 

trees.   
k. Playground projects are moving along, Sunflower expected to be 

completed the week of May 29th, with Enclave shortly after.   
l. Abby will bring Marketing Manager of Communications to PPLAB to meet 

and greet next month.   
m. June 12 is new Finance Committee meeting date.   
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n. Arboretum 2026 capital improvement plan is in development by internal 
staff.    
 

XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
a. Possibly take August off depending on quorum and Agenda 
b. Pesticides 
c. Ginger Cross presentation 

 
XII. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40PM 
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Children are especially vulnerable to 
pesticides

	 The National Academy of Sciences reports that children are 
more susceptible to chemicals than adults and estimates that 
50% of lifetime pesticide exposure occurs during the first five 
years of life.1

	 EPA concurs that children take in more pesticides relative to 
body weight than adults and have developing organ systems 
that are more vulnerable and less able to detoxify toxic 
chemicals.2

	 Infants crawling behavior and proximity to the floor account 
for a greater potential than adults for dermal and inhalation 
exposure to contaminants on carpets, floors, lawns, and soil.3 

	 Children with developmental delays and those younger than 
six years are at increased risk of ingesting pesticides through 
nonfood items, such as soil.4

	 Pre-natal exposure to the herbicide atrazine are associated 
with fetal growth restriction and small head circumference 
and fetal growth restriction.5

	 A 2010 analysis observed that women who use pesticides 
in their homes or yards were two times more likely to have 
children with neural tube defects than women without these 
reported exposures.6

	 Studies find that pesticides such as the weedkiller 2,4-D 
pass from mother to child through umbilical cord blood and 
breast milk.7

	 Consistent observations have led investigators to conclude 
that chronic low-dose exposure to certain pesticides might 
pose a hazard to the health and development of children.8

	 The World Health Organization (WHO) cites that over 30% of 
the global burden of disease in children can be attributed to 
environmental factors, including pesticides.9

Children, cancer and pesticides

	 In 2015, WHO found that there was sufficient evidence of 
carcinogenicity in experimental organisms to classify glypho-
sate, the active ingredient in the most popular lawncare 
brand (Roundup) as “probably carcinogenic to humans” 
(Group 2A). WHO also found that 2,4-D- found in many 
‘weed and feed’ products- is possibly carcinogenic.10

 	 A 2010 meta-analysis of 15 studies on residential pesticide 
use and childhood leukemia finds an association with expo-
sure during pregnancy, as well as to insecticides and herbi-
cides. An association is also found for exposure to insecti-
cides during childhood. 11

 	 A 2013 study suggests that preconception pesticide expo-
sure, and possibly exposure during pregnancy, is associated 
with an increased risk of childhood brain tumors.12

 	 According to a 2015 study, living in agricultural regions is 
linked to increased leukemia and central nervous system 
cancers in children.13  

 	 A meta-analysis study by scientists at the Harvard University’s 
School of Public Health finds that children’s exposure to pes-
ticides in and around the home results in an increased risk of 
developing certain childhood cancers. Authors found that can-
cer risks were connected most closely to the type of pesticide 
used and the location where it was applied.14

 	 The probability of an effect such as cancer, which requires 
a period of time to develop after exposure, is enhanced if 
exposure occurs early in life.15

	 A study published in the Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute finds that household and garden pesticide use can in-

	 			   Don’t Mix
A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet   n   A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet   n   A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet 

Children and Pesticides

Commonly Used Chemicals

Chemical	 Common Use	 Health Effects
2,4-D	 Lawns	 c, ed, r, n, kl, si, bd
Dicamba	 Lawns	 r, n, kl, si, bd
Fipronil	 Indoor/outdoor 	 c, ed, n, kl, si
	 	 baits, pet care	
Glyphosate	 Lawns	 c, r, n, kl, si
Permethrin	 Mosquitoes, 	 c, ed, r, n, kl, si
	 	 head lice, garden	

Key: Birth/developmental defects=bd; Kidney/liver 
damage=kl; Sensitizer/irritant=si; Cancer=c; Neurotoxicity=n; 
Endocrine Disruption=ed; Reproductive effects=r
	
Alternatives
Reduce exposure to toxic chemicals by adopting sound 
organic or integrated pest management (IPM) practices that 
use cultural, mechanical and biological methods of control 
and least-toxic chemicals only as a last resort. An organic diet 
limits children’s pesticide exposure and toxic body burden. 
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crease the risk of childhood leukemia as much as seven-fold.16

	 Studies show that children living in households where pesti-
cides are used suffer elevated rates of leukemia, brain cancer 
and soft tissue sarcoma.17

	 Pesticides can increase susceptibility to certain cancers by 
breaking down the immune system’s surveillance against 
cancer cells. Infants and children, the aged and the chroni-
cally ill are at greatest risk from chemically-induced immune 
suppression.18

	 A study published by the American Cancer Society finds an 
increased risk for non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL) in people 
exposed to common herbicides and fungicides, particularly 
the weedkiller mecoprop (MCPP). People exposed to glypho-
sate (Roundup®) are 2.7 times more likely to develop NHL.19

 	 75 out of all 99 human studies done on lymphoma and pesti-
cides find a link between the two.20

 	 Four peer-reviewed studies demonstrate the ability of 
glyphosate-containing herbicides to cause genetic damage to 
DNA (mutagenicity), even at very low concentration levels.21

	 A 2007 study published in Environmental Health Perspectives 
finds that children born to mothers living in households with 
pesticide use during pregnancy had over twice as much risk 
of getting cancer, specifically acute leukemia (AL) or non-
Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL).22

	 A 2007 Canadian report shows that a greater environmen-
tal risk exists for boys, specifically when it comes to cancer, 
asthma, learning and behavioral disorders, birth defects and 
testicular dysgenesis syndrome.23

Children, asthma and pesticides

	 Researchers find that pesticides may increase the risk of 
developing asthma, exacerbate a previous asthmatic condi-
tion or even trigger asthma attacks by increasing bronchial 
hyper-responsiveness. 24

Studies show children’s developing 
organs create “early windows of 
great vulnerability” during which 

exposure to  pesticides can 
cause great damage.

	 One 2015 farmworker study found an association between 
early-life exposure to OPs and respiratory symptoms consis-
tent with possible asthma in childhood.25

	 A 2012 study concluded that prenatal PBO exposure was as-
sociated with childhood cough in inner city children.26

	 A 2004 study finds that young infants and toddlers exposed 
to herbicides (weedkillers) within their first year of life are 
4.5 times more likely to develop asthma by the age of five, 
and almost 2.5 times more likely when exposed to insecti-
cides.27

	 EPA material safety data sheets for the common herbicides 
2,4-D, mecoprop, dicamba, (often combined as Trimec®) and 
glyphosate (Roundup®) list them as respiratory irritants that 
can cause irritation to skin and mucous membranes, chest 
burning, coughing, nausea and vomiting. 

Children, learning and developmental 
disorders and pesticides

	 Roughly one in six children in the U.S. has one or more de-
velopmental disability, ranging from a learning disability to a 
serious behavioral or emotional disorder.28

	 Scientists believe that the amount of toxic chemicals in the 
environment that cause developmental and neurological 	
damage are contributing to the rise of physical and mental 
effects being found in children.29

	 According to researchers at the University of California-
Berkeley School of Public Health, exposure to pesticides 
while in the womb may increase the odds that a child will 
have attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).30

 	 Studies show children’s developing organs create “early 
windows of great vulnerability” during which exposure to  
pesticides can cause great damage.31

 	 Lawn pesticide products containing herbicides and fertilizers 

A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet   n   A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet   n   A Beyond Pesticides Fact Sheet 
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(such as “weed and feed” products) tested on mice show 
increased risk of infertility, miscarriage and birth defects at 
very low dosages.32

 	 Results from a CHARGE study finds that  agricultural expo-
sures to organophosphates at some point during gestation 
was associated with a 60% increased risk for austism higher 
for third-trimester exposures, and second-trimester chlorpy-
rifos applications. Similarly, children of mothers residing near 
pyrethroid insecticide applications just before conception or 
during third trimester were at greater risk for both autism 
and developmental delay.33

 
 	 Researchers at the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 

Center found an association between increasing pyrethroid 
pesticide exposure and ADHD which they conclude may be 
stronger for symptoms seen in boys compared to girls.34 

 	 Additional studies on lawn pesticide product formulations 
show effects on learning ability, aggressiveness, memory, 
motor skills and immune system function.35

 	 A 2002 study finds children born to parents exposed to 
glyphosate (Roundup®) show a higher incidence of attention 
deficit disorder and hyperactivity.36

	 A study of 210,723 live births in Minnesota farming commu-
nities finds children of pesticide applicators have significantly 
higher rates of birth defects than the average population.37

 	 In a 2004-2005 review of 2,4-D, EPA finds that, “there is a 
concern for endocrine disruption.”38

Pesticide accumulation and drift 

 	 Children ages 6-11 nationwide have significantly higher 
levels of  pesticide residues in their bodies than all other age 
categories.39

	 Biomonitoring testing in Canada finds residues of lawn 
pesticides, such as 2,4-D and mecoprop, in 15 percent of 
children tested, ages three to seven, whose parents had 
recently applied the lawn chemicals. Breakdown products of 
organophosphate insecticides are present in 98.7 percent of 
children tested.40

	 Scientific studies show that 2,4-D applied to lawns drifts and 
is tracked indoors where it settles in dust, air and surfaces 
and may remain for up to a year in carpets.41

	 One 2014 analysis of 129 preschool children, ages 20 to 66 
months, found that children were exposed to indoor concen-
trations of pyrethroids, organophosphates and organochlo-
rines pesticides which were detected in soil, dust and indoor 
air.42

	 Samples from 120 Cape Cod homes, where elevated inci-
dence of breast, colorectal, lung, and prostate cancers are 
reported, find high indoor air and dust concentrations of 
carbaryl, permethrin, and 2,4-D.43

 	 A study published in Environmental Health Perspetives 
        found that children who eat a conventional diet of food 
        produced with chemical-intensive practices carry residues 
        of organophosate pesticides that are reduced or eliminat-
        ed when they switch to an organic diet.44

 	 Scientists at the California Department of Public Health 
        found that 28% of the mothers studied who lived near 
        fields in the Central Valley, which were sprayed with organo-
        chlorines, such as endosulfan and dicofol, have children 
        with autism.45

	 A 2005 study published in the Journal of the American       
       Medical Association found that students and school em-       
       ployees are being poisoned by pesticide use at schools and 
       from drift off of neighboring farmlands.46
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Memorandum 
To:  Parks and Public Landscape Advisory Board  
From:  Abby McNeal, Parks Superintendent 
Date:  06/04/2025  
Re: Parks Herbicide Safety Data Sheets (SDS)  

As requested at the May PPLAB meeting you will find Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for the 
herbicides that Parks staff applied as outlined below in 2024 and 2024.  

2023 Applications – Avenger - cobble beds, sidewalks downtown (60%), landscape beds, 
mulch rings. 

 Crew and Cool Power to Steel Ranch and Cowboy (ONLY) turfgrass and landscape bed 

Snapshot- landscape perennial beds included where needed in medians 

2024 Applications: Avenger cobble beds, sidewalks downtown (60%), landscape beds, 
mulch rings. 

Cool Power-Athletic field outfields- Cleo Mudrock and Heritage, median rock beds, and 
downtown. Steele Ranch turfgrass areas. 

 Cheetah Pro downtown sidewalks, tree rings, rocks bed, landscape beds, 

 Snapshot (pre-emergent) all city managed landscape perennial and annual beds 

2025 Applications: Avenger cobble beds, sidewalks downtown (60%), landscape beds, 
mulch rings. 

Cheetah Pro downtown sidewalks, tree rings, rocks bed, landscape beds, 

 Snapshot (pre-emergent) all city managed landscape perennial and annual beds 

All pesticide applications were performed by Certified Pesticide Applicators in full compliance 
with local, state, and federal regulations. Each application was made at the lowest labeled 
rate and targeted specific pests as intended. 

Staff qualifications:6 Qualified Supervisor Applicators- that include 108, 206, 207 
endorsements 
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Memorandum 
To: Parks Public Landscape Advisory Board (PPLAB) 
From: Abby McNeal, CSFM, CPRP 
Date: 06/04/2025  
Re: Parks Division Monthly Report 

Streetscapes/ Horticulture: 

Staff planted and installed patio hanging baskets and corner pots 

Completed the Transformative Landscape Change Challenge at the arboretum installing 270 plants 
provided by Resource Central and the Colorado Water Conservation Board: Sunlit Fiesta (Sunlit 
Fiesta) and Color Pop (Color Pop )  

Follow up on the pollinator plantings that can be found at the Arboretum shrubs: Golden Current, 
Perennials include: Catmint (Nepeta), Purple Cone flower (Echinacea), Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia), 
Butterfly Weed (Asclepias), Blanket flower (Gaillardia)  

Planted annuals for throughout the parks landscape beds 

Parks, Athletic Fields, Cemetery: 

Supporting general parks maintenance: shelter permits and special events started 

Mowing and trimming weekly.  

Athletic Fields work on preparing infields for tournaments and permitted play 

Forestry: 

Planted 25 trees in collaboration with Tree Foundation, PLAY Boulder, and Boulder Youth Corp tree 
planting 3 locations: Washington Ave, S Boulder Road, Cleo Mudrock detention area 

Projects: 

Playgrounds/ Park Renovations (Sunflower/Enclave) –on schedule 

Irrigation Improvements – controller purchased and installations 22 of 26 (mid-June) 

PPLAB Development Review: 
None at June meeting 

PARKS & RECREATION 
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https://resourcecentral.org/gardens/shop/sunlit-fiesta-2025/
https://resourcecentral.org/gardens/shop/color-pop-2025/
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