
 

 
Persons planning to attend the meeting who need sign language interpretation, translation services, assisted listening 
systems, Braille, taped material, or special transportation, should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 303 335-4536 or 
MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov. A forty-eight-hour notice is requested. 
 
Si requiere una copia en español de esta publicación o necesita un intérprete durante la reunión, por favor llame a la 
Ciudad al 303.335.4536 o 303.335.4574. 
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City Council 

Economic Vitality Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, July 24, 2025 
City Hall 

749 Main Street 
3:00 P.M. 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and give comments remotely; 
however, the in-person meeting may continue even if technology issues prevent 
remote participation. 

 
• You can call in to +1 346 248 7799 or 833 548 0282 (toll free)  

Webinar ID #838 1396 0621 
• You can log in via your computer. Please visit the City’s website here to 

link to the meeting: www.louisvilleco.gov/council. 
 
The Board will accommodate public comments during the meeting. Anyone may 
also email comments to the Board prior to the meeting at 
VZarate@LouisvilleCO.gov. 
 
1. Call to Order  
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Approval of June 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
5. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
6. Business Matters 

a. City Sponsored Events Policy Discussion 
b. Business Beat Update 
c. Staff Updates 
d. Development Updates 

http://www.louisvilleco.gov/council
mailto:VZarate@LouisvilleCO.gov
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7. Committee Member Comments  
8. Potential Future Agenda Items 

a. Main Street Designation 
b. Sundance Update 
c. Business Satisfaction Survey Results 

9. Adjourn 



 

 
City of Louisville 

City Council       749 Main Street       Louisville CO 80027 
303.666.6565 (phone)   www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

City Council Economic Vitality Committee 
Minutes 

June 12, 2025 
Regular Meeting 

3:00 PM 
 
Call to Order – Mayor Leh called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 
 
Roll Call was taken and the following members were present: 
 

Committee Members: Mayor Chris Leh - Chair 
Councilmember Deb Fahey 
Councilmember Judi Kern 

 
Staff Present: Diana Langley, City Manager 

Vanessa Zarate, Economic Vitality Manager 
Mindy Olkjer, Senior Administrative Assistant 

  
Others Present: Five members of the public 

     
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Leh called for changes to the agenda and hearing none asked for a motion. 
Motion: Councilmember Fahey moved to approve the agenda. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Kern. Vote: All in favor. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mayor Leh called for changes to the agenda and hearing none asked for a motion. 
Motion: Councilmember Fahey moved to approve the agenda. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Kern. Vote: All in favor. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

 
None 
 
 

BUSINESS SATISFACTION SURVEY DISCUSSION 
Manager Zarate gave an overview of past Business Satisfaction Survey efforts and 
plans for implementation of a new survey in 2025. She asked the Committee for 
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feedback regarding whether they would like to move forward with a survey for 2025, and 
if so, what questions and methodology the Committee would like to see. 
Mayor Leh asked for public comment. 
 
Public comment from Mark Oberholzer: Mr. Oberholzer stated that he appreciated the 
business satisfaction survey when it was originally implemented in previous years and 
that he looks forward to its return. He added that ability to see previous versions and to 
compare how answers or feelings may have changed over time will be helpful. 
 
Councilmember Fahey asked whether the survey was sent to the business owner or the 
property owner. Manager Zarate responded that she wasn’t 100% sure of the previous 
methodology, but guessed that it was likely sent to both business owners and property 
owners. She added that, based on questions included in the previous surveys, she feels 
that business owners and/or operators are more likely to respond. 
 
Councilmember Fahey asked if there was a way to better incorporate property owners 
in the next survey. Councilmember Kern agreed that she would like to see property 
owners better represented in the next survey. She also wondered if there was additional 
information that could be included in the survey. Manager Zarate responded that staff 
will explore the possibility, but noted that she does not want to take focus off the survey 
itself. 
 
Manager Zarate added that the demographic questions can include identifying 
information such as property owner, business owner, business operator, etc. She also 
asked if the Committee would like to continue to collect demographic information such 
as identifying women or minority-owned businesses. 
 
Mayor Leh asked how that sort of information may be used. Manager Zarate responded 
that she would like to publish the survey results without the demographic information. 
She added that the demographic information could be used to connect certain 
businesses with appropriate resources, awards or opportunities that may be catered to 
certain demographics. 
 
Councilmember Fahey asked if the survey also includes geographic location. Manager 
Zarate confirmed that it will and added that the results should be able to identify trends 
based on how businesses in certain parts of the City respond. 
 
Councilmember Kern stated that she would like to see more opportunity for business to 
leave comments, including a “why” for the first couple of questions rather than just “yes” 
or “no”. 
 
Mayor Leh stated that it’s important to identify what the City is hoping to get out of the 
survey, and added that “actionable” items may be “actionable” to different groups. He 
also stated that he would like to solicit questions from the business community. He 
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emphasized that the EVC is a group of policymakers and needs to gather information in 
order to inform their decisions. 
 
City Manager Langley wondered how the survey could capture information from 
businesses or individuals that may not currently be in Louisville, but have considered 
Louisville at one point and ultimately decided against Louisville. 
 
Mayor Leh noted that there is an existing question asking whether respondents would 
recommend Louisville as a place to do business. He commented that this may not fulfill 
City Manager Langley’s request but it may lead to further discussion in that area. 
Manager Zarate wondered if adding a section for brokers could potentially fill this gap, 
by either filling out the survey themselves or forwarding it to their clients who did not 
choose Louisville. 
 
Councilmember Kern asked if members of surrounding communities might be interested 
in filling out the survey. Manager Zarate responded that she can send the survey to her 
EV counterparts in the area, but cautioned that the other communities may not be as 
diligent in pushing the survey out in their own community. 
 
Mayor Leh asked whether the Committee would like to run through the survey itself and 
comment on the existing questions. Councilmember Kern noted that she would like to 
remove the questions relating to COVID and the Marshall Fire. Mayor Leh wondered if 
there could still be a question regarding any lingering effects. Manager Zarate 
responded that many business owners have indicated that there are still lingering 
effects and confirmed that she will change the question to be more general. 
 
Councilmember Kern commented that it’s already known that businesses are struggling 
from lingering effects, and wondered if it would be possible to figure out more of the 
“how” or “why” with a goal of identifying a solution. 
 
Mayor Leh cautioned against having the “business friendly” question at number one, 
and stated that he would prefer to ask what about Louisville is “recommendable” rather 
than whether or not someone would recommend Louisville. He also wondered whether 
childcare or housing could be captured somewhere in the survey. 
 
Mayor Leh continued, asking whether there’s a way to identify why businesses choose 
to stay in Louisville or expand in Louisville. He added that this question could also be 
expanded to include barriers. Councilmember Fahey agreed and added that she would 
like to see comments lines added for several questions. 
 
City Manager Langley commented that, in her experience, the longer a survey is the 
less likely someone is to complete it. She asked if it might be more helpful for the 
Committee to identify a couple of key questions for staff to work on. Manager Zarate 
responded that past participation seems to have been good, but agreed that staff can 
explore options of removing questions and otherwise slimming down the survey. 
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Manager Zarate also recommended that the “business friendly” questions remain in the 
survey, but acknowledged that it does not need to be at the beginning. 
 
Mayor Leh asked whether there should be questions around impacts, specifically citing 
broadband, Front & Center, and Highway 42. He also recommended that there be a 
question regarding levels of City services. He concluded with a request that the survey 
identify which questions will be published and which questions will remain confidential. 
 
Councilmember Kern encouraged Manager Zarate to trust her instincts around what she 
thinks the business community would like to see in a survey. She also wondered 
whether the “business friendly” question can also include an “improving response”, or 
some other way to identify whether there has been progress made since the last survey. 
 
Manager Zarate concluded that she will review Committee feedback and begin working 
on a draft survey. She added that she will send the draft to certain counterparts to help 
identify any confusing questions or issues with semantics. She noted that she will then 
plan to meet with the Committee individually to discuss the draft survey during the 
Councilmembers’ meetings with City Manager Langley. 
 
Councilmember Fahey asked whether businesses are more likely to answer yes/no 
questions or questions that allow for additional comment. Manager Zarate responded 
that she feels businesses are more likely to respond to yes/no questions, but added that 
the survey can include additional comment around bigger questions that can potentially 
lead to policy change. 
 
Mayor Leh urged the Committee to consider what future conversations around the 
survey might look like once the results are available. He noted that he heard from 
businesses that the last Committee response to the survey was not helpful and hoped 
that there could be more opportunities for listening to the businesses that took the time 
to respond to the survey. Councilmember Kern agreed and hoped that there can be 
something a little more concrete following the survey results. 
 

 
BUSINESS BEAT UPDATE 

Manager Zarate gave an overview of the May Business Beat meeting and noted that 
there will not be a roundtable in June. The Business Beat Roundtable will return in July 
with a meeting for both commercial brokers and commercial property owners. The July 
meeting will be held in DeLo. 
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STAFF UPDATES 

Manager Zarate gave an overview on staff updates and asked for questions. 
 
Councilmember Fahey passed along feedback she had heard regarding the Pride flags 
near McCaslin, noting that some people felt the flags shouldn’t be there and some 
people stating that there should also be American flags there. 
 

 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

Manager Zarate gave an overview on the development updates and asked for 
questions. 
Councilmember Kern asked if there was any additional news around Ironton. Manager 
Zarate responded that the project is still on pause and that the land is for sale. 
Councilmember Kern noted that this is an example of a situation where it would 
extremely helpful to know the “why”. Manager Zarate added that the market and 
increasing costs seems to be the primary reason for the pause. Councilmember Kern 
expressed her concern around the project not moving forward and hoped that it’s not 
the start of a disturbing trend for Louisville. 
 
Public comment from Jeff Sheets: Mr. Sheets commented that construction costs and 
operating costs have increased across the board. He noted that rents have typically not 
kept up with inflation and costs to put new tenants in existing spaces are exorbitant. 
 
Mayor Leh commented that he was excited to hear that the former Empire building at 
816 Main Street has been relisted. 
 
Councilmember Kern asked whether the Committee could discuss the Chase building. 
Manager Zarate gave an overview of Trestle Strategy’s report to the LRC and noted that 
she is happy to share the report with the EVC. 

 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 
Councilmember Kern thanked all of the businesses that were able to participate in the 
May Business Beat meeting, and noted her excitement for the July meeting with 
commercial brokers and property owners. 
 
Mayor Leh recognized the Chamber for their efforts with Dinner on Main and 
SummerFest and thanked all of the residents and guests for coming out and being a 
part of these events. He also recognized the DBA and noted that Street Faire starts on 
Friday. 

 
 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Manager Zarate confirmed that she can give a brief overview on Main Street 
Designation in the future. She stated there is not currently a significant update on 
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Sundance but noted that the group leading the effort (Visit Boulder) is in the process of 
forming task groups. 
 

 
ADJOURN 

 
Members adjourned at 4:24 pm. 
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________ 
       Mayor Chris Leh 
 
________________________   
Austin Brown, Economic Vitality Specialist 



 
 
 
 
 

 

ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: CITY SPONSORED EVENT POLICY 
 
DATE:  JULY 24, 2025 
 
PRESENTED BY: VANESSA ZARATE, CECD, ECONOMIC VITALITY MANAGER 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City of Louisville has prepared a draft policy relating to City Sponsored events. 
There are some legacy events, such as Street Faire and Taste of Louisville, that have 
individual contracts and have been working with the City for many years. There is not a 
current policy that outlines how other events can get involved with and support from the 
City of Louisville.  
 
This draft policy was created by a cross-section of City teams to create an application 
and review process for events that would like to engage with City support. City support 
can be monetary or in-kind such as marketing and promotional assistance. Staff is 
looking for EVC feedback on the draft policy. Once this feedback is gathered, staff will 
present the draft proposal to the full Council for feedback and a vote.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Fiscal impact would be determined by feedback and adopted budget by the City 
Council. At this time, staff is recommending $10,000 for this first round of event 
engagement.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends EVC review and provide feedback.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Draft City Sponsored Event Policy  



Community Event Sponsorship Policy DRAFT 
  
Overview 
  
The City of Louisville appreciates the value that local events provide our community by: 
  

- supporting cultural, artistic, and athletic enrichment 
- creating opportunities for connection 
- bolstering Louisville’s unique traditions and identity 

  
We provide limited monetary and in-kind sponsorships to eligible organizations hosting 
events that are consistent with the above. 
  
What We Offer 
  

- Monetary Support: Financial contributions to approved community events, subject 
to availability of funds. Please note in the application what the funds will be 
specifically used for. The City will not authorize the use of funds for anything related 
to liquor.  

- In-Kind Sponsorships: Non-cash contribution such as waivers of facility rental fees 
or City services (for instance road closures) 

- Marketing: Events that are approved for sponsorship shall be promoted through 
one or more of the City’s communication channels, and will be listed on the City 
calendar on the City’s website. 

  
Eligibility Criteria 
  
We consider events that: 
  

- Provide direct benefits to Louisville residents 
- Are open to the general public 
- Positively promote the City’s recognition and image 
- Are organized by non-profit organizations 
- Have proper permitting documentation and liability coverage 
- Majority located in the City of Louisville 

  
Ineligible events include, but are not limited to: 
 

− Events serving religious or political purposes  
− For-profit events without clear community benefit 

  



Requirements for Approved Events 
  

- All necessary permits and insurance must be obtained 
- City sponsorship must be acknowledged in all event marketing by inclusion of 

official City Logo (provided by City), mention of City of Louisville as a sponsor (if 
video or interview), and/or listing the City of Louisville as a sponsor. 

  
Application Process 
  

1. Apply: Fill out the online form, providing key details about your organization, event, 
and sponsorship type needed. Applications must be submitted at least 60 days 
prior to the date of the event. Applications open on January 1 of each calendar year. 
We recommend that event organizers submit their events as early as possible.  

2. Review and Approval: The City will review and approve your application and 
provide recommendations to City Council 

3. City Council Consideration: Monetary requests will be reviewed by City Council 
4. Notification: Applicants will be informed of their application status within ___ days 

of submission 
  
Remaining questions: 
  

• Which months will we receive applications? 
ο Applications should be submitted within 30 days of the deadline for review. 

Staff recommends reviewing applications twice a year but the timing needs 
to be determined.  

• How long will City Council take to review the applications?  
• Finalize eligibility criteria 
• Do we want to limit how many times an organization can apply for sponsorship 

within a certain period of time? Once per year? Once per term? 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: BUSINESS BEAT UPDATE 
 
DATE:  JULY 24, 2025 
 
PRESENTED BY: VANESSA ZARATE, CECD, ECONOMIC VITALITY MANAGER 
   AUSTIN BROWN, ECONOMIC VITALITY SPECIALIST 

 
    
SUMMARY:  
 
Economic Vitality staff, in partnership with the Economic Vitality Committee has been 
hosting business roundtables known as Business Beats.  
 
The most recent Business Beat was focused on property owners and the commercial 
real estate community and was held on Thursday, July 17th.  
 
The event was very well attended with about 20 commercial real estate partners and 
four city council members in attendance. Major themes that arose included a need for 
more housing, high costs of construction and taxes and the need/hope for an ease of 
process to get projects to fruition.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: STAFF UPDATES 
 
DATE:  JULY 24, 2025 
 
PRESENTED BY: VANESSA ZARATE, CECD, ECONOMIC VITALITY MANAGER 

AUSTIN BROWN, ECONOMIC VITALITY SPECIALIST 
    
 
SUMMARY:  
In the following, staff provides updates on recent activity related to economic vitality 
functions. 
 
Downtown Colorado Inc Metro Mobile Tour 
Louisville is one of the highlighted communities on this year’s Metro Mobile Tour. 
Participants will tour Superior, Louisville, Lafayette and Erie where economic 
development staff will highlight projects and investments being made in downtowns and 
urban renewal areas. If you are interested in attending, please let Vanessa know.  
 
Small Business Development Center 
The City of Louisville has a partnership agreement with the Small Business 
Development Center to provide one-on-one counseling, webinars, training events and 
knowledge series to Louisville businesses. Their main location is located at the City of 
Boulder offices but they bring classes into the Louisville community and participate with 
us in events and things such as Economic Vitality Day.  
 
U.S 36 Collaborative Update 
The U.S 36 Collaborative is in the middle of their second campaign with the Colorado 
Bioscience Association, a national campaign to recruit bioscience companies to the 
state of Colorado. The collaborative is exploring options for similar campaigns with other 
industry partners.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
 
DATE:  JULY 24, 2025 
 
PRESENTED BY: VANESSA ZARATE, CECD, ECONOMIC VITALITY MANAGER 
    
 
SUMMARY: UPDATE 
In the following, Staff provides updates on recent activity related to construction and 
development. These updates are for the most frequently asked about sites and not for 
every site in a review process or under construction. All updates and timeframes are 
subject to change.  
 
Site Update 
800-804 Main Street (former Wildwood 
Guitars) 

The building is under contract and they 
have submitted plans to the City for reuse 
of the building.  

809 Main Street (old Waterloo) Project is continuing construction for the 
build-out of the restaurant space. There 
has been interest in the site, with multiple 
tours, but no LOI or leases signed to 
date.  

816 Main Street (former Empire) Staff is working with ownership and 
interested parties towards a sale. Site has 
been relisted on line for sale.  

833 Main Street (former Chase) Staff is working with ownership to assist 
with reinvestment on site. Staff is 
exploring an additional lease with the 
property owner for public parking on site.   

1301 Courtesy Road (Delo Boom) Delo Boom is working through City 
processes to construct 140 units of 
housing. The project will consist of 
studios through three-bedrooms and  
13.5% affordable units.  

950 Spruce Street Construction has completed with the retail 
and office spaces currently being 
marketed for rent.  

947 Pine Street (former gas station) Birdie Bar, an eatertainment use with a 
bar/restaurant and simulated (virtual) golf 
games is under construction with a 
planned summer/fall opening.  

1303 Empire Road (Ironton) Ironton has approved plans for a new 
distillery and event center.  
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540 County Road (Louisville Grain 
Elevator) 

The Grain Elevator has new owners that 
have engaged the City to turn the building 
into an activated space. Their TIF review 
has been started with Pioneer 
Development Company.   

1171 W Dillon Road (former Lowe’s) The New King Soopers Marketplace 
plans were approved by City Council and 
they continue working through the 
process. They are planning to start 
construction back half of 2025, with an 
opening in early 2026.  

1164 W Dillon Road (Cinebarre) University of Colorado has purchased the 
site and is currently working on public 
engagement for their plans for the site.   

550 McCaslin Boulevard (former Sam’s 
Club) 

Relish has opened to the public!  

575 McCaslin Boulevard (former 
Carrabba’s) 

Staff is working with the broker 
representation to market and attract a 
new user to the building. No lease signed 
to date.  

 
If you would like to add a site to these updates, please let me know.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
None. 
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BizWest names region’s

innovative, fastest-

growing firms

By BizWest Staff

BERTHOUD — BizWest held its annual IQ Awards and

Mercury 100 celebration Thursday in Berthoud. The IQ

Awards portion of the event recognized innovative

products and services developed in the Boulder Valley

and Northern Colorado, while Mercury 100 honored the

region’s fastest-growing private companies. 

IQ Awards

For the 2025 program, BizWest accepted nominations

both from the public and from the publication’s editorial

team, with the editorial team making the selections in the
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airport shuttle increases

service to DIA
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Boulder’s Caruso Ventures
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quantum startup

Colorado poet laureate
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St. Julien in
Boulder (Hotel
Lobby)
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categories of aerospace, brewing, consumer products,

life sciences, robotics and natural products.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Louisville’s Tendeg LLC won in the aerospace

category for its Perimeter Truss Reflector, a high-

accuracy, deployable antenna system used for

communication, science, and radar applications.

These reflectors are designed to be lightweight and

compact, enabling their use on smaller spacecraft

and supporting rapid pointing maneuvers.

Longmont’s Left Hand Brewing Co. Inc. won in the

brewing category for its independent craft platform.

As the brewing sector faces multiple challenges, Left

Hand has embarked upon a strategy of expanding its

ownership into the wider community, while

integrating other breweries to create economies of

scale.

Boulder’s Rain Technology won in the consumer

product category for its switchable privacy

embedded directional display, a technology that

allows displays — including laptops, mobile phones,

ATMs, tablets, kiosks and other devices — to switch

Submit your event

7
AUG

Coffee Talk –
First Thursday of
Every Month!

View Calendar

Centerra:
inspired by

a love of
LovelandIn Northern Colorado, most people know

Centerra as a place to shop, grab a bite
or go to a movie. It’s also a favorite
location for corporate offices. And it has
gained recognition as one of the region’s
top-selling new-home communities. What

https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/1206413/c812923/z168925?
https://events.bizwest.com/events/community/add
https://events.bizwest.com/event/coffee-talk-first-thursday-of-every-month-9/2025-08-07/
https://events.bizwest.com/events/


between a normal viewing mode and a narrow

viewing angle mode, effectively preventing onlookers

from seeing what’s on the screen. 

Fort Collins-based Armis Biopharma Inc. won in the

life-sciences category for its VerCyn wound wash, an

aqueous solution designed for wound irrigation to

remove debris, including microorganisms, from

wounds. It is intended for use on various wounds,

including post-surgical wounds, pressure ulcers, and

diabetic foot ulcers. 

Erie-headquartered Pattern Labs Inc. won in the

robotics category for its robotic system for airport

baggage and cargo handling, designed to improve

the efficiency, safety, and quality of ground

operations by using robotics and automation.

Broomfield’s Lentiful LLC won in the natural

products category for its Lentil-based instant meals,

which are plant-based, high in protein and fiber, and

designed to be quick and easy to prepare,

eliminating the need for traditional lentil cooking.

Mercury 100

BizWest surveyed private companies in the Boulder

Valley and Northern Colorado on two-year revenue

growth between 2022 and 2024, and divided the firms

into five flights based on their 2022 sales totals.

Flight I, companies with 2022 revenue of $12 million

and up: Baker Constructors LLC, 213% revenue

growth.



Flight II, companies with 2022 revenue of $2.71

million to $11.99 million: TCC Corp., 369% revenue

growth.

Flight III, companies with 2022 revenue of $1,344,991

to $2.7 million: Harris Dewart LLC, 127% revenue

growth.

Flight IV, companies with 2022 revenue of $644,000

to $1,344,990: Retirement Planning Center of the

Rockies, 204% revenue growth.

Flight V, companies with 2022 revenue of $35,000 to

$643,999: Cultivate Kitchen Co. LLC, 829% revenue

growth.

on Facebook on LinkedIn

Related Posts
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Boulder’s Emerging Powerhouse — The Rise of a Bioscience

Economy

June 30, 2025

Originally published by the Daily Camera, June 28, 2025. 

What if Boulder’s next billion-dollar breakthrough is not in aerospace or quantum, but in biotechnology?

That question is no longer hypothetical. CNBC recently spotlighted Boulder as one of the fastest-growing life sciences

hubs in the country, driven by record investment, surging lab demand, and a collaborative innovation ecosystem. Every

business leader, regardless of sector, should be paying attention.

Boulder is steadily charting its course as a premier bioscience center. With more than 300 life sciences companies and

nearly 8,000 professionals across drug development, diagnostics and biomanufacturing, bioscience is now a core part

of the region’s economic landscape. Anchoring this growth is CU Boulder and its BioFrontiers Institute, a translational

research hub where discovery turns into real-world applications.

Boulder’s innovation ecosystem is expanding. Startups like Watchmaker Genomics are developing technologies to

accelerate genomic diagnostics over the next decade. These ventures represent a new wave of science where artificial

intelligence (AI), automation, and biology converge.

Enveda Biosciences uses AI to explore nature’s chemical libraries and recently secured $130 million to scale its work. Medtronic is growing its

footprint with a new Lafayette campus. Biodesix is advancing lung disease and oncology diagnostics. Bioproduction leaders like KBI Biopharma and

Corden Pharma are delivering therapies that serve global markets.

This is not future potential. This is present-day impact.

And it is no coincidence. It reflects the strength of Boulder’s innovation culture and the coordinated efforts of local and state partners.

The momentum is backed by data. Colorado’s life sciences sector raised $2.15 billion in 2024. The region now employs more than 41,000 bioscience

professionals and ranks among the highest nationally for bachelor’s degree attainment. Nearly 3.5 million square feet of lab space is under

development across the state.

https://www.boulderchamber.com/
https://www.boulderchamber.com/


CBRE ranks the Denver-Boulder region among the top 20 global hubs for life sciences research and development and among the top 25 for venture

capital. BioMed Realty’s $625 million acquisition of Boulder’s Flatiron Park, a 23-building campus now being retrofitted for life sciences, signals global

confidence in our biotech ecosystem. Boulder now stands alongside innovation titans like Boston, San Diego, and Cambridge in the United Kingdom.

As Matt Wiggins, associate vice president of economic vitality and special projects at the Boulder Chamber, observes: “Boulder’s bioscience

ecosystem is maturing rapidly, and global investors are not just noticing. They are investing. Our talent, research and infrastructure are positioning us

at the forefront of health innovation.”

The Colorado Bioscience Association, the state’s leading voice for the sector, has helped shape this trajectory. In 2025, it relaunched its “Colorado

Hub for Health Impact” campaign to promote the state as a national leader in health innovation. The campaign highlights key assets, including a

skilled and inclusive workforce, scalable lab space, competitive business costs, world-class research institutions and top-ranked quality of life.

As Elyse Blazevich, president and CEO of the association, notes: “Our ecosystem has raised in excess of a billion dollars for seven consecutive years,

and early-stage funding in Colorado in 2023 grew faster than in other life sciences markets across the country.”

At the regional level, the U.S. 36 Life Sciences Collaborative, led by the Boulder Chamber, is aligning public and private partners to accelerate

infrastructure, expand workforce pipelines, and elevate national visibility for the corridor’s bioscience sector. Partners include the Boulder Economic

Council and the cities of Broomfield, Lafayette, Louisville, Westminster and the town of Superior.

With a deep bench of life sciences and advanced industries, ample commercial space, and direct access to Denver International Airport, the U.S. 36

corridor is ideally positioned for innovative, fast-growing companies, from startups to Fortune 500 firms.

Bioscience is not a specialized sector operating in isolation. It is an economic multiplier. These companies rely on legal counsel, lab builders,

information technology platforms, human resources firms and a broader professional services network. In this way, their impact extends across the

economy, while also improving lives through better therapies, diagnostics and public health tools.

To Boulder’s business community: now is the time to lean in. Partner with a biotech startup. Sponsor a local innovation event. Add your voice to

Boulder’s bioscience momentum. Policymakers should prioritize land use planning, permitting and incentives that support lab development. And

Boulder residents: take pride. The innovation happening in your backyard is changing lives around the world.

Bioscience is Boulder’s emerging powerhouse. Let us keep cultivating, collaborating and competing together.
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BizWest names region’s innovative,

fastest-growing firms

By BizWest Staff

BERTHOUD — BizWest held its annual IQ Awards and Mercury 100 celebration last month in

Berthoud. The IQ Awards portion of the event recognized innovative products and services

developed in the Boulder Valley and Northern Colorado, while Mercury 100 honored the

region’s fastest-growing private companies. 
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IQ Awards

For the 2025 program, BizWest accepted nominations both from the public and from the

publication’s editorial team, with the editorial team making the selections in the categories

of aerospace, brewing, consumer products, life sciences, robotics and natural products.

SPONSORED CONTENT

• Louisville’s Tendeg LLC won in the aerospace category for its Perimeter Truss Reflector, a

high-accuracy, deployable antenna system used for communication, science, and radar

applications. These reflectors are designed to be lightweight and compact, enabling their use

on smaller spacecraft and supporting rapid pointing maneuvers.

• Longmont’s Left Hand Brewing Co. Inc. won in the brewing category for its independent

craft platform. As the brewing sector faces multiple challenges, Left Hand has embarked

upon a strategy of expanding its ownership into the wider community, while integrating

other breweries to create economies of scale.

• Boulder’s Rain Technology won in the consumer product category for its switchable

privacy embedded directional display, a technology that allows displays — including laptops,

mobile phones, ATMs, tablets, kiosks and other devices — to switch between a normal

viewing mode and a narrow viewing angle mode, effectively preventing onlookers from

seeing what’s on the screen. 

• Fort Collins-based Armis Biopharma Inc. won in the life-sciences category for its VerCyn

wound wash, an aqueous solution designed for wound irrigation to remove debris, including

microorganisms, from wounds. It is intended for use on various wounds, including post-

surgical wounds, pressure ulcers, and diabetic foot ulcers. 

• Erie-headquartered Pattern Labs Inc. won in the robotics category for its robotic system

for airport baggage and cargo handling, designed to improve the efficiency, safety, and

quality of ground operations by using robotics and automation.

• Broomfield’s Lentiful LLC won in the natural products category for its Lentil-based instant

meals, which are plant-based, high in protein and fiber, and designed to be quick and easy

to prepare, eliminating the need for traditional lentil cooking.

Mercury 100

BizWest surveyed private companies in the Boulder Valley and Northern Colorado on two-

year revenue growth between 2022 and 2024, and divided the firms into five flights based on

their 2022 sales totals.

Centerra: inspired by a love of
Loveland

In Northern Colorado, most people know Centerra as a place to shop, grab a bite or go to a
movie. It’s also a favorite location for corporate offices. And it has gained recognition as one of
the region’s top-selling new-home communities. What most people don’t know is why Centerra
has become all these things. Click to read more.
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Health benefits, kudos plentiful for Lentiful

BROOMFIELD — Ben and Brooke Bacon discovered that they “just plain feel better” when

they…

Family Care Center opens Louisville mental-health clinic

• Flight I, companies with 2022 revenue of $12 million and up: Baker Constructors LLC,

213% revenue growth.

• Flight II, companies with 2022 revenue of $2.71 million to $11.99 million: TCC Corp., 369%

revenue growth.

• Flight III, companies with 2022 revenue of $1,344,991 to $2.7 million: Harris Dewart LLC,

127% revenue growth.

• Flight IV, companies with 2022 revenue of $644,000 to $1,344,990: Retirement Planning

Center of the Rockies, 204% revenue growth.

• Flight V, companies with 2022 revenue of $35,000 to $643,999: Cultivate Kitchen Co. LLC,

829% revenue growth.

See related stories.

Nude Foods Market offers healthy food, healthy packaging

Cultivate Kitchen increases access to healthy, prepared meals

Health benefits, kudos plentiful for Lentiful

Left Hand’s recipe for brewing up innovation

on Facebook on LinkedIn
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