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SUMMARY: 
The City of Louisville is requesting approval of a Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
Amendment to allow for an electronic message center sign on the Louisville Center for 
the Arts property located at 801 Grant Avenue.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The subject property is zoned Residential Low Density (R-L) and is subject to the 
Memory Square Planned Unit Development (PUD), which establishes development 
patterns on the property. Signage is evaluated against the City of Louisville Sign Code 
(“Sign Code”) and all other site design elements are subject to Title 17 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code (LMC).  
 
The Memory Square PUD was approved by City Council in 2017 and includes a 
historically landmarked building, known as the Louisville Center for the Arts, a 
community pool, and a pool building. The property boundaries include a vacated portion 
of Grant Avenue and the 
eastern property line 
borders Memory Square 
Park. No amendments 
have been made to the 
PUD since its original 
approval. One freestanding 
interpretive sign is located 
on the property, and 
another freestanding sign 
was located near the 
southwestern corner of the 
Center for the Arts building 
but was destroyed in a 
storm in 2024. The 
previous sign was 
approximately 5.5 feet tall 
and 7 feet wide.  
 
The Louisville Center for 
the Arts hosts a variety of 
events throughout the year, 
including concerts, art 
shows, theatre 
productions, classes for adults and children, and meetings. Rental times range from a 
minimum of 2 hours to multiple days. The building is owned by the City and operated by 
the City’s Cultural Services Department. 
 
Ordinance No. 715, Series 1981 established sign regulations for the City of Louisville, 
including sign height and size requirements and total number of signs permitted on a 

Image of the Arts Center and previous sign that was destroyed. 

https://gis.louisvilleco.gov/arcgis/rest/services/Planning/Planning2020/MapServer/6/264/attachments/404
https://www.louisvilleco.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/29242/637405193065870000
https://library.municode.com/co/louisville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.40SPREUS_S17.40.100CRCOAP
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property. Notable amendments to the sign regulations include minor changes in 1992-
1994 and a major code amendment in 2006. In 2019, the City of Louisville repealed all 
previous sign regulations and adopted a city-wide Sign Code through Ordinance No. 
1779, Series 2019. Any new sign proposal must comply with the 2019 adopted Sign 
Code. 
 
PROPOSAL:  
The applicant is proposing to install one freestanding sign on the property. The 
proposed sign is 5 feet tall and approximately 7.7 feet wide. An approximate 1.3-ft. x 6-
ft. bottom panel is proposed to be electronic and display Center for the Arts 
programming information, hours of operation, and potential emergency communications 
as deemed necessary by the City. The display text will be cream colored against a dark 
background. The remaining sign area will not be electronic.  
 
The sign will be located near the southeastern corner of the Center for the Arts building 
facing Spruce Street, in a similar location as the previous freestanding sign that was 
destroyed. The sign will be set back approximately 8 feet from the sidewalk and will be 
in an existing landscaped area. Sign posts for the destroyed sign are still located on the 
subject property but will be removed once the proposed sign is installed. 
 

 
 Rendering of the proposed electronic sign. 
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ANALYSIS: 
Section 2.2 of the Sign Code exempts City and government signage from requiring a 
sign permit, provided all other requirements are met. If the sign is illuminated, however, 
the exemption only extends to illumination for safety purposes. 
 
An electronic message center sign is defined as a sign capable of displaying words, 
symbols, figures, or images that can be electronically or mechanically changed by 
remote or automatic means. Section 3.4 of the Sign Code regulates electronic message 
center signage, and states that electronic message centers that are not used as pricing 
signage for gasoline stations or display signs in commercial and mixed-use areas may 

PUD Amendment Site Plan. 
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only be permitted through the Final PUD process. Since the subject property is 
residentially zoned and located in a residential area, the proposed sign must be 
reviewed as a PUD Amendment. Staff analysis includes review of the electronic 
message center sign criteria followed by requirements for freestanding signs in 
residential areas. 
 
Section 3.4 – Electronic Message Centers  
There are seven criteria that all electronic message signage must meet. Staff analysis 
of each criterion is found below: 
 

1. The electronic message area of a freestanding sign shall be integrated into the 
design of the freestanding sign. Such electronic message portions of 
freestanding signs shall not be an add-on feature, but rather must be fully 
integrated into the sign design.  
 

The proposed electronic portion of the sign is integrated into the overall design of the 
sign. This is demonstrated by the electronic and non-electronic portions of the sign 
being attached to the same posts along with matching hardware. The proposed sign is 
designed in a uniform manner as other signage located in City property, including the 
closest sign to the subject property located in Memory Square Park. Staff find this 
criterion is met.  
 

  
  
 
 

2. All electronic message centers shall include a malfunction display and the ability 
to automatically shut off if a malfunction occurs.  

 
The software program that will be used to control the electronic sign is called Ignite 
OPx. This software has no subscription fees or data fees for the life of the sign. This 
program comes with automatic shut off and malfunction controls to be used in case of 
sign malfunction. Staff find this criterion is met. 

 

Images of other City signs. 
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3. Transition method. The electronic message center shall be limited to static 
messages, changed only through either dissolve or fade transitions, which may 
otherwise not have movement, or the appearance or optical illusion of 
movement, of any part of the sign or structure, design, or pictorial segment of the 
sign, including the movement of any illumination or the flashing, scintillating or 
varying of light intensity. 

 
Ignite OPx is equipped with customizable messaging displays that allow the City 
complete control over message transitions, illumination, flashing, and other display 
methods. Only static messaging will be displayed on the sign, and transitions between 
messages will be limited to fade or dissolve effects, with no motion, flashing, or 
animation. Staff find this criterion is met. 
 

4. Transition duration. The transition duration between messages shall not exceed 
one (1) second.  
 

Transition duration between messages will not exceed one second. Staff find this 
criterion is met. 
 

5. Messages shall not transition on a frequent basis. The message hold time shall 
be appropriate for the site, surrounding neighborhood, uses, and roadway.  

 
The frequency of message transitions will be customized to an appropriate hold time 
based on the surrounding neighborhood and traffic conditions. Staff find this criterion 
is met. 
 

6. Lighting from an electronic message center shall not exceed 0.3 footcandles 
between dusk to dawn as measured from the sign’s face. The City may require 
lower light levels if it determines less light is appropriate for the surrounding area. 
The electronic message center shall have automatic dimmer software or solar 
sensors to control brightness for nighttime viewing. The intensity of the light 
source shall not produce glare, the effect of which constitutes a traffic hazard. 

 
Ignite OPx software includes features that allow custom lighting based on time of day 
and the requirements of local zoning standards. The proposed sign will not exceed 0.3 
footcandles from dusk to dawn and will include automatic dimming technology to 
prevent glare. 
 
Additionally, Section 3.3 of the Sign Code outlines illumination standards for all signs, 
which includes the following requirement: No illuminated sign visible from and located 
within three hundred (300) feet of any property in a residential zoning district may be 
illuminated between the hours of 11:00 p.m. or one-half hour after the use to which it is 
appurtenant is closed, whichever is later, and 7:00 a.m. 
Staff find this criterion is met. 
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7.  Existing signage proposed for conversion to the use of an electronic message 
center shall conform to the sign standards in these regulations prior to issuance 
of a sign permit. Nonconforming signs shall not be eligible for conversion to an 
electronic message center. 

 
No existing or nonconforming signage is proposed for the electronic message center. 
The proposed electronic signage will be attached to a new freestanding sign. Staff find 
this criterion is not applicable. 
 
Section 4.10.a – Freestanding Signs in Residential Areas 
In addition to the electronic message center requirements outlined above, all 
freestanding signs must meet the requirements of Sec. 4.10.e of the Sign Code prior to 
the issuance of a sign permit. Staff finds the proposed sign meets the residential 
institutional criteria for freestanding signs. 
 

 

 
The total area of the proposed sign, which is measured using the sign face and does 
not include structural supports, is approximately 18 square feet, and the maximum 
height, including posts, does not exceed 8 feet. 
 
Subsection 1 clarifies that a sign may be located at a primary or secondary 
neighborhood entrance or entry drive, on privately owned common area, or a privately 
maintained median. Since no entry drives are located on the property, the sign 
placement is located within a common area on the property. 
 
Subsection 4 requires all freestanding signs be located in a landscaped area that is a 
minimum of three times the sign area, which would be a minimum of 54 square feet for 
the proposed sign. The existing landscape area is over 1,000 square feet. 
 
Although the sign design is consistent with other City signage, the Center for the Arts is 
managed by the Cultural Services Department rather than the Department of Parks, 
Recreation, and Open Space. To avoid confusion, staff recommend a condition 
requiring the sign’s banner color be changed from red, which is typically used for Parks 
signage, to a different color representative of Cultural Services. Additionally, the label 

Freestanding sign requirements from Sec. 4.10.e of the Sign Code. 
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“Memory Square” should be updated to “Cultural Services” or a similar designation.  
 
Other City signs with multiple panels typically include a small gap between the top and 
bottom panels. Staff also recommend incorporating a similar gap into the design of the 
proposed sign. 
 

  
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Public comments can be found in Attachment 3. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommend approval of Resolution 16, Series 2025, recommending approval of 
the Memory Square Planned Unit Development (PUD) Amendment #1 with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. Revise sign banner color and change “Memory Square” to “Cultural Services.” 
2. Provide a separation between the sign and electronic panel for consistency with 

other City Signage. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Resolution 16 Series 2025 
2. Application Materials 
3. Public comments 

 

Images of City signs with a top and bottom panel. 



RESOLUTION NO. 16 
SERIES 2025 

 
A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF THE MEMORY SQUARE 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT #1  
 

WHEREAS, there has been submitted to the Louisville Planning Commission an 
application for a planned unit development amendment to allow the installation of one 
electronic message center sign on the property located at 801 Grant Avenue; and 

 
WHEREAS, the subject property, Lots 5-11, Block 5 and vacated adjacent Grant 

Avenue of the Pleasant Hill Subdivision, is in the Residential Medium Density (RM) Zone 
District; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Louisville Sign Code requires any electronic message 

center signs not located in commercial and mixed-use areas be permitted only if expressly 
authorized in an approved planned unit development; and  

 
WHEREAS, City staff have reviewed the information submitted and found that the 

application complies with the Louisville zoning regulations, sign code and other applicable 
sections of the Louisville Municipal Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered the application at a duly 
noticed public hearing on _________ where evidence and testimony were entered into 
the record.   
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the 
City of Louisville, Colorado does hereby recommend approval of the Memory Square 
Planned Unit Development Amendment #1 to allow the installation of one electronic 
message center sign on the property at 801 Grant Avenue. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of _______, 2025. 
 

 
 
By: ______________________________ 

Steve Brauneis, Chair 
Planning Commission 

Attest: _____________________________ 
 Cullen Choi, Secretary 
 Planning Commission 
 



LAND USE PROCESS (check all that apply)
Annexation
Concept Plan
Easement Vacation
Oil and Gas
General Development Plan (GDP)

Amendment
New GDP

Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Amendment
Preliminary
New PUD

Rezoning
Special Review Use (SRU)

Amendment
New SRU

Subdivision 
Final or Replat
Preliminary Plat

Temporary Use Permit
Variance
Vested Property Right
Wireless Facility
Other: ______________________________

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

Development Review Application Form
Please complete this form and include it with the submittal documents for your development review application. 
Applications will not be processed until all required information is provided to the satisfaction of the City of 
Louisville Planning Department. 
Property Information

Property Owner Information

Application Representative Information

Certification/Signature
I certify that the information I have submitted is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and in filing the 
application and submittal documents, I am acting as and/or with the knowledge and consent of those persons 
who are owners of the subject property or are parties to this application.  

____________________________   ___________________________    ________________________
Signature*    Print Name    Date
*If acting as a representative/agent of the owner, include written authorization from the owner that certifies the agent’s right to 
submit this application

Common Address(es): ____________________________________________________
Legal Description: 
Lot ____________ Block ________ Subdivision __________________________________
Lot Area: ___________________ Sq. Ft. or _____________Acres

Name: _______________________________ Entity (if applicable) _______________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________ Email: ______________________________

Name: _______________________________ Entity (if applicable) _______________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________ Email: ______________________________

Community Development Department
749 Main Street   Louisville CO 80027   303.335.4592   www.louisvilleco.gov

ho are owners of the su

___________________
gnature*   

 LOT 5-11 BLK 5 PLEASANT HILL & VAC GRANT ST ADJ
21,106.97

City of Louisville

City of Louisville

ibelensky@louisvilleco.gov

Iris Belensky July 17, 2025

The project involves the installation of a sign for
the Louisville Center for the Arts including a
digital message board that will be used to
display basic information about the
programming taking place at the Center (such
as program title, time, and organizer). he sign
will be built and installed by Art Craft Sign
Company, the same company that installed all
of the City's Park signs.

801 Grant Ave., Louisville, CO 80027

749 Main St., Louisville, CO 80027

Iris Belensky

951 Spruce St., Louisville CO 80027

303-335-4581







v070122watchfiresigns.com     800-637-2645

Watchfire’s Ignite OPx is the best cloud-based solution for complying with municipal codes across multiple signs. Our outdoor 
displays feature built-in settings that can restrict features to meet zoning requirements, such as requiring long hold times, limiting 
animations, or requiring signs to be turned off at night. If a user has multiple signs in different communities, OPx allows these 
settings to be configured on each sign individually.  

BRIGHTNESS

Watchfire’s LED signs can place an upper brightness limit for day and night municipal 
restriction codes. This guarantees brightness codes will be followed, ensuring compliant 
operation for the life of the sign. For example, if a community has a daytime brightness 
limit of 7500 NITS, the Watchfire Service department can limit the sign controller so the 
brightness cannot exceed that limit. Further adjustments by the sign owner to increase 
the brightness above that limit, whether accidental or intended, are then restricted.

HOLD TIMES & ANIMATIONS

Signs using Ignite OPx can also have a set threshold for minimum hold times and restrict the use of transitions or animations. If a 
municipal ordinance calls for longer hold times, for example, 1-minute hold times per message with no animations, Watchfire can 
configure the sign controller to comply. Hold times and animation restrictions can be applied per sign, preventing the accidental 
use of content that might violate municipal codes. 

ON & OFF TIMES

Ignite OPx enables signs to be configured according to municipal 
ordinances that require LED signs to be turned off at night. Located in the 
Network tab, any sign can be set to have a start on and off time. OPx users 
can create and edit an on/ off schedule.

The Watchfire service department can set brightness, hold times, and animation restrictions. 

For more information on how these features can be used to ensure compliance with local zoning 

ordinances, please call our service team at 866-637-2645.

Ignite OPx is Zoning Friendly





Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 

I am writing in support of the City of Louisville’s application for a Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) amendment to install an electronic sign in front of The Center for the 
Arts. We believe this sign represents a uniquely valuable opportunity to meet a pressing 
communication need in a way that benefits the entire community. 

The Center for the Arts sits at the heart of Louisville’s cultural life and serves as a hub for 
creativity, civic connection, and lifelong learning. While the building itself is a recognizable 
landmark, the public programming inside it—and across the broader Cultural Services 
Department—often goes unseen. We currently lack an effective, visible, and accessible 
means of communicating with the public about city-sponsored events and initiatives that 
occur in this space and beyond. 

An electronic sign, owned and controlled by the City, would provide a centralized, timely, 
and visually engaging way to share information about community programs, public events, 
cultural festivals, exhibitions, and more. This tool would not serve commercial interests 
but rather support civic life, ensuring that residents and visitors alike are aware of the rich, 
diverse, and inclusive opportunities offered by the City. 

We believe this request is exceptional and meets the criteria for a PUD amendment 
because: 

 The sign would be solely used for approved content, curated and managed by City 
staff in alignment with community values and aesthetics. 

 There is currently no comparable communication tool in this highly visible location 
that allows for real-time updates and wide public visibility. 

 The sign supports the City’s mission to foster connection, curiosity, and cultural 
enrichment—goals aligned with the community’s character and identity. 

 It meets a unique functional need, helping residents stay informed and engaged in 
meaningful civic and cultural experiences. 

Response to Electronic Message Center Standards (Section 3.4): 

We have reviewed the City of Louisville Sign Code, and the proposed electronic message 
center will fully comply with all applicable design and operational standards, including: 



 The sign will be an integrated element of the freestanding monument sign 
structure—not an add-on—ensuring compatibility with the building and 
surrounding streetscape. 

 The system will feature built-in malfunction detection and an automatic shut-off 
mechanism in the event of a failure. 

 Only static messages will be displayed. Transitions between messages will be 
limited to fade or dissolve effects, with no motion, flashing, or animation. 

 Transition durations will not exceed one (1) second, and message hold times will 
be adjusted to be appropriate to the adjacent neighborhood and traffic conditions. 

 Lighting from the electronic message center will not exceed 0.3 footcandles from 
dusk to dawn and will include automatic dimming technology to prevent glare or 
safety concerns. 

 The sign will be constructed in full conformance with the City’s current sign 
regulations and is not a conversion of a nonconforming sign. 

We are committed to thoughtful design, responsible use, and ongoing evaluation of this 
signage to ensure it aligns with Louisville’s distinctive charm and community-oriented 
values. We respectfully request your approval and support for this application. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have 
any questions or would like additional materials. 

Warm regards, 

 
Brandi Cummings 
Director of Cultural Services 

 



                    CASE # PUD- 0003 - 2025

T

M

, FIRST 
AMENDMENT

  1 OF 4

       

  

FIRST AMENDMENT

 A

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PUD (7/18/2017)
THIS PROJECT INCLUDED THE DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING =/- 3,000 SF POOLHOUSE AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW OPEN AIR =/- 2,800 SF
POOLHOUSE AND ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING A DECK EXPANSION AND OUTDOOR CABANA AND STORAGE STRUCTURES. FOUR
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Sharon McMonagle 

500 Spruce St 

Louisville, CO 80027 

 

9/27/2025 

Louisville City Planning Council 

749 Main Street 

Louisville, CO 80027 

 

Re: PUD# 0003-2025: Please Do Not Approve the PUD Amendment for an Electronic Sign at 
the Center for the Arts 

Dear Mayor and Members of the Louisville City Planning Council, 

I am writing not just as concerned residents, but as a neighbor whose daily life would be 
directly and profoundly affected by the proposed electronic sign at the Louisville Center for 
the Arts. My husband and I chose to make our home here because of the peace, charm, 
and character of this part of Louisville. The Center for the Arts has always been a point of 
pride — a historic and beautiful landmark that feels in harmony with the neighborhood. 
Installing a glowing electronic sign would change that forever. Instead of the quiet, 
welcoming view we now cherish, we would be confronted with constant light, distraction, 
and intrusion into the privacy of our home. 

This is not just about aesthetics; it’s about quality of life. It’s about sitting on our porch at 
dusk without a screen flashing in front of us. It’s about sleeping without light seeping into 
our windows. It’s about being able to feel at peace in our own home. The sign would take 
away something that can’t be replaced: the sense of calm and comfort that makes 
Louisville feel like home. 

I understand the City’s desire to promote events and share information, but surely there are 
better ways to do so — ways that do not come at such a high cost to the neighbors who live 
closest. I love this community and want to see it continue to thrive in a way that honors its 
history and its people. 



For these reasons, I must strongly and wholeheartedly oppose this amendment. I urge you, 
please, to protect the character of our neighborhood and the well-being of the families who 
live here by rejecting this proposal. 

Thank you for listening to my concerns and for considering the very real human impact this 
decision would have. 

With gratitude and respect, 

Sharon McMonagle 

500 Spruce St 

Louisville, CO 80027 

 



Regarding the proposed electronic sign for Memory Square Park/Art Center: 

 

As neighbors in close proximity to the location of the proposed sign which will be visible 
from our front porch, our concerns are that if it is bright, on after sunset, contains flashing 
or moving/scrolling text, it might negatively affect the peaceful character of the park and 
neighborhood in the evening. 

 

As pictured in the PUD the concept of cream colored text on a black background may be 
unobjectionable, however, the person entering digital signage information for upcoming 
shows will likely be prompted by the software to make the sign as visible and eye-catching 
as possible with colors and moving text and images. 

 

We are fearful that the photo in the PUD may not correctly depict what the digital portion of 
the sign will look like under actual operation. 

 

As a result we cannot support the sign without clarification of how it will look in use. 

 

With such clarification, however, it’s possible we would support the sign as a way to 
promote the Art Center. 

 

Cameron and Ann Weise 

728 Grant Ave. 

Louisville, CO 80027 

303-919-1551 

 

 

 



Patrick McMonagle  

500 Spruce St  

Louisville, CO 80027  

   

9/27/2025  

Louisville City Council  

749 Main Street  

Louisville, CO 80027  

   

Re: PUD# 0003-2025: Opposition to PUD Amendment for Electronic Sign at the Louisville 
Center for the Arts:   

   

Dear Members of the Louisville Planning Commission,  

   

I am writing to express my deepest concern and strongest opposition to the proposed PUD 
Amendment that would allow the installation of an electronic sign at the Louisville Center 
for the Arts. As one of the three homes that would face the most direct and significant 
impact of this change, I feel compelled to share my perspective.  

   

An electronic sign of this nature would fundamentally alter the character of our beautiful 
neighborhood. The Center for the Arts is valued as a historic, community-oriented space, 
and the addition of an illuminated, digital sign would detract from the aesthetic integrity of 
both the building and the surrounding residential area. For those of us whose homes 
directly face the proposed sign, the effects would include light intrusion, diminished 
privacy, and an overall reduction in quality of life.  

   

We recognize the importance of communication and visibility for city programs and events, 
but we strongly believe there are alternative ways to accomplish these goals without 
imposing such a permanent and intrusive burden on neighboring households. The 



preservation of Louisville’s unique charm and livability should remain a top priority, and 
this proposal stands in direct conflict with that value.  

   

For these reasons, I am vehemently opposed to the amendment and respectfully urge the 
Council to deny it. I ask that you carefully consider the negative impact this would have not 
only on the nearby homes, but also on the broader community character that makes 
Louisville such a special place to live.  

   

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.  

   

Sincerely,  

   

Pat McMonagle  

500 Spruce St  

Louisville, CO 80027  
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