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908 Garfield Avenue

LOT9 &N 16 FT LOT 10 BLK 1 LOUISVILLE
HEIGHTS

ca.1952

A request to find probable cause for a landmark
designation to allow for funding of a historic structure
assessment for 908 Garfield Avenue.

The applicant requests finding probable cause for landmark designation to allow for
funding of a historic structure assessment for 908 Garfield Avenue. Under Resolution
No. 17, Series 2019, a property may be eligible for reimbursement for a historic
structure assessment (HSA) from the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) if the Historic
Preservation Commission finds “probable cause to believe the building may be eligible



for landmarking under the criteria in section 15.36.050 of the Louisville Municipal Code.”
Further, “a finding of probable cause under this Section is solely for the purposes of
action on the pre-landmarking building assessment grant request, and such finding shall
not be binding upon the HPC, City Council or other party to a landmarking hearing.”

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
Information from Gigi Yang, Louisville Historical Museum

The history of 908 Garfield includes ownership of undeveloped property by early
Louisville residents and business owners and shows the frequent investment in land as
Louisville was growing. While much of Louisville Heights remained undeveloped for
decades, property ownership changed hands numerous times between early Louisville
residents who became prominent business owners.

Edward Fievet (who built the house) was notable for his childhood involvement in the
murder trial of his father. The Fievets purchased the property and began building the
home in 1951.

Jack DiGiacomo, a later resident, was also notable for surviving a tragic plane crash
near Rocky Mountain National Park with six other Louisville community members; three
died, and three survived and hiked out of the forest three days later. The DiGiacomos
lived at 908 Garfield until 1974. During that time and after, Jack DiGiacomo took photos
around the community for the Louisville Times. He assisted with preserving historic
photos at the library and photographing seniors in the community as part of an oral
history program during Louisville’s centennial celebrations in 1978. In 1974, Eva Brock,
a local realtor, purchased the house from the DiGiacomos and sold the property to
Claude Thomas Brown and Zona Mae (Sue) Brown. The Browns raised their four
children in Louisville and lived at 908 Garfield until they sold the property to V. Robert
and Robin Salcido (current owner) in 2003.

Please see the attached Social History Report for a more detailed history.



Boulder County Assessor photo of 908 Garfield the year it was built in 1952.
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Boulder County Assessor photo from 1956 showing new vestibule addition.
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ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY:

908 Garfield Avenue is not included in the PaleoWest "100 Architectural Inventories for
the City of Louisville” (2023). “Stories in Places: Putting Louisville’s Residential
Development in Context” (2018) identifies 908 Garfield Avenue as a Minimal Traditional
Form Architectural Type constructed in 1916. No further analysis is included on the
building. The Minimal Traditional Form Architectural Type is described as:

Minimal Traditional form houses were very common from just before WWII
until the Ranch form became dominant in the 1950s. Minimal Traditional
houses represent forms that are transitional between earlier cottages and
bungalows and later ranches. Minimal Traditional houses are one story
and are generally small and boxy, with rooms situated around a core, as
seen at 1032 Lincoln Avenue (Figure 127); they are a somewhat larger
version of the 1940s FHA-preferred house. They often have shutters
decorating exteriors covered with asbestos shingles, brick, wood, or metal
siding. Minimal Traditional houses can be side-gabled or cros-gabled and
can have gently or moderately pitched and/or pyramidal or hipped roofs.
Massed-plan, side-gabled houses constructed in the 1930s and later
generally do not have porches, as they may have imitated the then-
popular Cape Cod form of the Colonial Revival style (McAlester
2017:144).

The structure has many elements of the Minimal Traditional Form houses seen in
Louisville, which includes:



e Small, boxy, and usually one story

e Few architectural or decorative details

e Gently or moderately pitched roof

e A central entry with flanking windows in side-gabled versions

The structure appears to have maintained much of the original building footprint since
the Boulder County Assessor Card from 1952. Building permit records include
numerous improvements and updates to the house, include re-siding (2020), new roof
(2020), new accessory structure at the rear (2021), basement finish, kitchen remodel,
furnace replacement, and window and door replacement issued to the current property
owner.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA FOR FINDING

PROBABLE CAUSE FOR LISTING AS LOCAL LANDMARK:

Under Resolution No. 17, Series 2019, a property may be eligible for reimbursement for
a historic structure assessment (HSA) from the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) if the
Historic Preservation Commission finds “Probable cause to believe the building may be
eligible for landmarking under the criteria in section 15.36.050 of the Louisville Municipal
Code.” Further, “A finding of probable cause under this Section is solely for the
purposes of action on the pre-landmarking building assessment grant request, and such
finding shall not be binding upon the HPC, City Council or other party to a landmarking
hearing.”

Staff analysis of the criteria is as follows:

CRITERIA FINDINGS
Landmarks must be at 908 Garfield Avenue was constructed ca.1952 making
least 50 years old it approximately 73 years old.

Staff find the age of the structure meets the
criteria.



https://library.municode.com/co/louisville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.36HIPR_S15.36.050CRDE
https://library.municode.com/co/louisville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.36HIPR_S15.36.050CRDE

Landmarks must meet
one or more of the criteria
for architectural, social or
geographic/environmental
significance

Social Significance - Exemplifies cultural, political,
economic, or social heritage of the community.

The social history of 908 Garfield Avenue includes
association with:

e Property ownership of early Louisville
residents who became prominent business
owners as well as involvement in significant
cultural, social, and historical events
including a murder trial and plane crash.

Staff find that the structure meets the cultural and
social heritage of the community and there is
probable cause to meet the criterion for social
significance.

Architectural Significance — Represents a built
environment of a group of people in an era of history
that is culturally significant to Louisville.

e The house has many features of the Minimal
Traditional Form houses seen in Louisville.

Staff find that the location of the structure does have
probable cause to meet the criteria for architectural
significance in its current form.

Landmarks should meet
one or more criteria for
physical integrity

Physical Integrity - Shows character, interest or value
as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the community, region, state, or
nation.

 Interesting building character shaped by its
social history.

Remains in its original location, has the same historic
context after having been moved, or was moved more
than 50 years ago.

e 908 Garfield Avenue appears to have maintained
its historic footprint from 1956.

Staff find probable cause that the structure meets the
criteria for physical integrity.




PRESERVATION MASTER PLAN:

The Preservation Master Plan was adopted in 2015 and includes goals and objectives
for the historic preservation program. A finding of probable cause would meet the
following goals and objectives:

Goal #3: Encourage voluntary preservation of significant archaeological, historical, and
architectural resources

Objective 3.3 - Encourage voluntary designation of eligible resources

Objective 3.4 - Promote alternatives to demolition of historic buildings

Goal #5: Continue leadership in preservation incentives and enhance customer service
Objective 5.1 - Promote availability of Historic Preservation Fund grants and
other incentives

FISCAL IMPACT:
The finding of probable cause allows for a grant of up to $7,500 for a Historic Structure
Assessment (HSA) from the Historic Preservation Fund.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends a finding of Probable Cause under the criteria in section 15.36.050 of
the LMC, making the properties eligible for the cost of a historic structure assessment.
The current maximum amount available for an HSA is $7,500. Staff recommend HPC
approve a grant not to exceed $7,500 to reimburse the costs of a historic structure
assessment.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 908 Garfield Avenue - Social History


https://www.louisvilleco.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/5467/637411211432670000

Gigi Yang

Louisville Historical Museum
Department of Cultural Services
City of Louisville, Colorado
November 2025
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908 Garfield Ave. History

Legal Description: LOT 9 & N 16 FT LOT 10 BLK 1 LOUISVILLE HEIGHTS

Year of Construction: 1952

Summary: The history of 908 Garfield includes ownership of undeveloped property by early Louisville
residents and business owners and shows the frequent investment in land as Louisville was growing.
Edward Fievet (who built the house) was notable for his childhood involvement in a murder trial. Jack
DiGiacomo, a later resident, was also notable for surviving a tragic plane crash with six Louisville
community members.

Development of the Louisville Heights Addition

The Louisville Heights Addition was first developed in 1904 by the Colorado Mortgage & Investment Co.
Ltd. In 1905, the company conveyed many of the lots, including Blocks 1-6 in the Louisville Heights
subdivision to Louisville residents John Affolter and Dr. Charles Wolfer.

Early Property Ownership

While much of Louisville Heights remained undeveloped for decades, property ownership changed
hands numerous times between early Louisville residents who became prominent business owners.

In 1909, James P. Miller purchased a majority of lots throughout Blocks 2-12 in Louisville Heights from
Charles Wolfer, as well as Lots 5-10 in Block 1 which would eventually include the property at 908
Garfield.

Over the next two years, H.A. Moore purchased several lots from James Miller, Nellie Affolter, and John
Barnd. The purchases included Lots 9-10, Block 1 which was undeveloped at the time, and Lots 11-12,
Block 1 which housed the City Meat and Packing Company. H. A. Moore was also responsible for starting
the Louisville Grain Elevator as well as several other regional grain elevators.



The above section of the Drumm’s Map from 1909 shows the Louisville Heights Subdivision with Block 1,
Lots 9-10 undeveloped. Lots 11-12 show the original location of the City Meat and Packing Company that
was operated by the Thirlaway family.

Ostrander Family ownership, 1918-1945

In 1918, Albert Hays Ostrander and his wife Mabel Abbott Ostrander purchased Lots 9-12 of Block 1 from
H.A. Moore. Albert Ostrander (1877-1938) was born in Colorado, after his parents moved from New York
to Colorado in 1870 where his father, Othello, found work as a miner. Albert grew up in Louisville and
was an accomplished musician. As a young man, he played violin with several orchestras and concert
bands, including regular Sunday afternoons at Chautauqua in Boulder. In 1908, he married Mabel Abbott
(1885-1954), a local girl who was born in Louisville. Mabel’s parents, Marshall Abbott and Eliza Arnold
came to Colorado from Wisconsin where they were farmers.

By the time Albert and Mabel Ostrander purchased the Louisville Heights property, they had opened the
Ostrander Bakery on Main St. (Second St.) and had one daughter, Leanore (1909-1995). It appears that
the Ostranders left the property undeveloped as no new buildings are seen in the 1925 Drumm’s Map of
Louisville.



1925 Drumm’s Map, Lots 9-10, Block 1 of Louisville Heights.

The Ostranders are listed in city directories and census reports as living on Walnut, and then at 741
Lincoln, Albert’s childhood home. Mabel’s mother, Eliza Leslie, operated the Commerical Hotel on the
corner of Pine and La Farge in the 1920s. In 1932, the Ostranders also began running the Commercial
Hotel along with the bakery.

Boulder County Assessor records list the home at 908 Garfield as being built in 1930, during the time
that the Ostranders owned the property. However, the County has sometimes been found to be in error
with respect to the date of construction of houses in the area, so other evidence is looked to. In this
case, the date offered by the County on the assessor website contradicts the information, including
information on the County Assessor card itself which lists the construction date as 1952. A search
through city directories and census records from the 1930s-1940s could not identify a house address on
Garfield or any reports that the Ostranders built a home on the property during the decades that they
owned it. The Ostranders did own several properties throughout Louisville and appear to have primarily
lived at 741 Lincoln. After Albert’s death in 1938, Mabel and Leanore are also identified as living at the
Commercial Hotel and other rental addresses in Louisville in the 1930s before returning to 741 Lincoln in
the 1940s.

Lehti, Dhieux, and Junior Family Ownership, 1945-1951

In 1945, Mabel Ostrander and her daughter Leanore sold Lots 9-12, Block 1 to Victor and Mildred Lehti.
The Lehti’s also do not appear to have built a house there as they are found in city directories and



reports in the Louisville Times as living on Walnut. Victor Lehti was an immigrant from Finland and
worked as a blacksmith at the Shamrock Mine. He passed away suddenly in 1946 from a brain
hemorrhage. His widow, Mildred sold the property in 1948 to Henry Dhieux and Julienne Michel Dhieux.

A few months later, the Dhieuxs sold the property to Julienne’s sister Adolphine and her husband, Leo
Junior. Both the Dhieux and Junior families are noted as living at various addresses in Louisville, leaving
the Louisville Heights property undeveloped until 1951.

Edward L. Fievet and Naomi Triplett Fievet Ownership, 1951- 1969

In 1951, Edward Fievet and Naomi Triplett Fievet purchased Lots 9-10, Block 1 in Louisville Heights from
Leo and Adolphine Junior. Edward Fievet (1921-1985) was born in Detroit, Ml in 1921 but his parents
soon moved to Louisville where his sister Elsie (1922-2001) was born in 1922. His father, Lambert Fievet
was a French immigrant who came to the US and found work as a coal miner. Edward’s mother, Fannie
Warembourg (1901-1930), grew up in Louisville and was also of French descent. Her parents, August
Warembourg (1875-1930) and Fannie LeComte (1882-1967) immigrated to the US as children and moved
to Louisville in the 1880s.

Edward’s early life was difficult due to the violent and abusive nature of his father. Lambert Fievet had
been married previously from 1916-1919 to Marie Deliere who filed for divorce in 1919 due to “repeated
acts of cruelty on her husband’s part” according to a notice in the Boulder Daily Camera. Edward and
Elsie’s mother, Fannie, died in 1930 at the age of 29, when Edward was nine and Elsie was eight years
old.

Lambert Fievet worked as a coal miner and foreman at the Monarch Mine and soon married again to
Mary Glass [possibly Giles] in 1931. The family lived in Kimbertown (near Frenchtown) in the southeast
end of Louisville until they moved to Denver a few years later. Mary also had two younger children from
a previous marriage — Lillian and Lambert, Jr. (his name was originally Edward, but was changed to
Lambert, Jr. to avoid confusion with his new older stepbrother). According to accounts in the Rocky
Mountain News and other Denver newspapers, Lambert Fievet continued to abuse his new wife and
children until a fateful day in September 1936 when Mary Fievet shot and killed him at their Denver
home.

A sensationalist trial soon followed with Mary Fievet’s arrest and accounts of Lambert’s cruelty reported
in the local newspapers. The four Fievet children were frequently photographed together with their
mother and grandmother, and their circumstances were avidly reported on. After four months in jail,
Mary Fievet was acquitted on a claim of self-defense.



S

%

%

Tk

Mrs. Mary Fievet, 30, who ad-
mitted Monday that she shot her
hushand, Lambert Ficvet, 40,
of 5383 Meade st,, Sunday after
a guarrel, according lo Sherifi
Louniz Ballard of Adams County.

Wife Aﬂmils
IFatal Shooting
Of Mate Here

Bullet Killz Denverite De-
spite Transfusion: Af-
fair Is ]":l'-*'..llil.t'[l‘il

-y

Ea @ {5 i

[~ Xl - "]

Mur;r Iievet Returns Home

"
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Clips from the Rocky Mountain News, September 1936.

It is unclear how long the Fievet family lived in Denver after the trial, but they must have continued ties
to Louisville. Edward is noted in the 1940 census as living with his grandmother Mauda Smith in
Louisville at age 18 and working as a truck driver for road construction. With the advent of WWII,
Edward joined the Army in 1941 and served as a mechanic until 1945. While stationed in Australia in
1943, he wrote home to the Louisville Times that candy was scarce and that “[Australia was] a very nice
country...They drink lots of tea but being a Frenchman | prefer coffee, but we get all the coffee, in fact all
we want to eat in camp.”



After the war, Edward Fievet returned to Louisville and married Naomi Triplett in 1946. Naomi was born
in Ohio and moved to Louisville when she was 12 years old. She was living on a farm with her mother,
Murel, and stepfather Alva Pierce in 1940.

Edward and Naomi had two daughters — Connie (b.1946) and Judy (b.1949) and Edward started a 20-year
career working as a service mechanic and auto dealer at the Pike-Lathrop Chevrolet in Boulder. In 1951,
the Fievets purchased the property in Louisville Heights and began building a home.
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The Fievets raised their children at 908 Garfield, and their social and civic activities were frequently
noted in the Louisville Times. Edward and Naomi put the property up for sale in 1968 shortly after the
marriage of their youngest daughter, Judy.



Boulder County Assessor photos of 908 Garfield the year it was built in 1952.

Boulder County Assessor photo from 1956 showing new vestibule addition.



Floorplan for 908 Garfield from 1956.

John “Jack” Robert DiGiacomo and Judy Taggart DiGiacomo Ownership, 1969-1974

In 1969, Jack DiGiacomo (1939-2001) and Judy DiGiacomo (b.1940) purchased 908 Garfield from the
Fievet family. Both Jack and Judy grew up in Louisville and attended Louisville High School. Jack
graduated in 1957 and Judy in 1958. They both continued their education at Colorado State University
and were married in 1960. Jack worked as a photographer at Dow Chemical Co., which was then
operating the Rocky Flats Plant. At the time of their marriage, Judy was working at the Boulder County
Abstract Co.

On April 9, 1967, Jack was one of six men from Louisville involved in a tragic plane crash near Rocky
Mountain National Park. The men (Albert Romano, Charles Grosso, Dixie Elrod, Charles DeNovellis, Jack
Nenander, and Jack DiGiacomo) had taken a small private plane to Wyoming for a fishing trip. They were
caught in a snowstorm on the way home and the plane crashed. For three days, the men and the plane
were unaccounted for, and poor weather prevented search and rescue attempts. On April 13, Jack
DiGiacomo, Albert Romano, and Charles Grosso were found as they hiked out of the forest. It took



another four days until rescue teams could locate the downed plane and retrieve the bodies of the other

three men.
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The DiGiacomos lived at 908 Garfield until 1974. During that time and after, Jack DiGiacomo also took
photos around the community for the Louisville Times. He also assisted with preserving historic photos
at the library and photographing seniors in the community as part of an oral history program during
Louisville’s centennial celebrations in 1978.

Recent Ownership

In 1974, Eva Brock, a local realtor, purchased the house from the DiGiacomos and several months later,

sold the property to Claude Thomas Brown and Zona Mae (Sue) Brown. Tom and Sue Brown raised their
four children in Louisville. Sue Brown passed away in 1985. Tom married Janet Brown in 1986, and they
lived at 908 Garfield until they sold the property to V. Robert Salcido in 2003.

V. Robert Salcido with Robin Enright Salcido are the current owners of 908 Garfield.
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Current Assessor photo of 908 Garfield.

The preceding research is based on a review of relevant and available online County property records, census
records, oral history interviews, Louisville directories, and Louisville Historical Museum maps, files, and obituary
records.
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